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The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, March 5 
I’ve Found the Christ! 
(John 1:35-41) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

WO great principles should be em- 

phasized, as the theme of salvation 
is discussed in this week’s meeting. 
They are both evident in the Scripture 
portion assigned, John 1:35-41. 


se 


The topic focuses attention on one of 
these principles—the fact that the sin- 
cere seeker always finds Christ. This 
is a great comfort and reassurance to 
any who sincerely want to find Christ 
and to know Him as Saviour and Lord. 
We have His own word, “Him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast 
out” (John 6:37), and in the Old Testa- 
meht. we read, “But if from thence thou 
shalt seek the Lord thy God, thou shalt 
find him, if thou seek him with all thy 
heart and with all thy soul” (Deut. 4: 
29). 

, ye 

Andrew, aS we read in our topic 
Scripture portion, is seen following 
Christ as He left the place where John 
the Baptist was preaching. On invita- 
tion, Andrew stayed with the Lord 
Jesus for awhile, and then went to find 
his brother. He showed a disposition to 
learn more about Christ, and Christ 
honored that desire. 

4 


However, another great principle runs 
side by side with the truth that Christ 
will not turn away any who. come to 
Him. It is the truth that it is God who 
first moves to seek man. Unless this 
were so, all of man’s searching would 
be fruitless, and with Job we would 
have to exclaim, “Oh that I knew where 
I might find him” (Job. 23:3). It was 
God who so loved the world that He 
gave (John 3:16)—the world was not 
seeking after God. The Lord Jesus said, 
“The Son of man is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). 
Even in creation God speaks to man to 
encourage him to seek after Him (Acts 
17:27). Before Andrew followed after 
Christ to learn more of Him, “there 
was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John” (John 1:6), and “John bare 
witness of him ([Christ, the Word]” 
(John 1:15). After John’s witness, the 
Lord Jesus came to where Andrew was, 
and was presented as the Lamb of God 
and the Son of God (vv. 29, 34). It was 
then: that the desire was stirred in 
Andrew’s heart to know and follow 


Christ. Apart from the seeking Saviour 
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there would have been no finding 
Andrew. 
4 


It is indeed a glorious experience 
when a person finds Christ, and this 
week’s meeting may well include some 
personal testimonies from members of 
your group as to how they came to 
know and accept Christ. 


Me 


God uses many ways to draw men to 
Himself. Many of us will recall the 
instruction and discipline of godly par- 
ents who first directed our steps, as 
little children, to find and know Christ. 
Many can testify to the faithful teaching 
and invitation of consecrated teachers 
and pastors. Some of us were given 
the desire to know Christ and to follow 
Him through the lives and witness of 
friends. 

ye 


All of us are indebted to God’s Word, 
which, as we have read it for ourselves 
or have been taught it by others, has 
revealed to us the Saviour. It is the 
Bible that reveals Christ to our hearts 
(John 5:29; Luke 4:25-27; Eph. 6:17; 
2 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 4:12). Here again, it 
was God who made the first move to 
inspire the prophets and apostles to 
write the Scriptures, and who then pre- 
served them for us so that we might 
have this sure word. (2 Pet. 1:19) as a 
light shining in a dark world to lead us 
to Christ. 

4 


From Andrew in our topic Scripture 
we may learn some of the steps to be 
taken today in finding Christ. (1) He 
listened to and believed the testimony 
of one who knew Christ concerning the 
Lamb that God had provided to take 
away sin. (2) He sought to know more 
about Christ, and he followed Him to 
learn of Him. (3) He believed that 
Christ was God’s Son and his Messiah. 
(4) He openly confessed his belief. (5) 
He then sought to lead someone else to 
Christ. These are the simple steps that 
can lead any man to the blessed ex- 
perience through which he may say, “I 
have found the Christ”! 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


An Ideal Travel Vacation 
in July 


HE Christian Fellowship Tours to 
Alaska, sponsored by The Sunday 
School Times Company, are well known. 
The twenty-second tour is being formed. 
Here is a carefree vacation with all 
arrangements made, including tips, with 
baggage cares removed, and topped off 
with Christian fellowship. Many trav- 
elers have commented on the Christian 
fellowship of previous tours. Lifetime 
friends have been made, and many 
have received spiritual blessing from 
the devotional meetings that are held 
daily on board the steamer whenever 
the schedule permits. 
The cruise aboard the Canadian Pa- 


(Continued on page 146) 
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On Drifting With the Tide 


All of us at times have the desire to relax in a boat 
on a warm sunny day and to.drift effortlessly with the tide, 
or to sit still on a grassy bank while the world flows by. 
However, should such a desire become a habit of life, the 
inevitable result would be failure and defeat—failure because 
we have failed to be our best and to live to our optimum, 
defeat because we have allowed life to overcome us while 
supinely we have succumbed to its way and mastery. Life 
today seems to be geared to make a person passive, pliable, 
receptive, acquiescent, to conform to its will and ways. 
We ride and are carried along rather than walk. We listen 
rather than sing or debate. We are spectators rather than 
participants. We vapidly look at television rather than read 
books. It is not easy to read today, particularly if the read- 
ing requires concentration, study, and thought. It is simpler 
to look at pictures. Reading must be broken into para- 
graphs with headings to coax us along. Pablum requires no 
chewing, it is easily digested. We like to ski but we 
demand a ski lift. On every level of life we are developing 
a ski-lift mentality. We enjoy the downgrades, the thrill 
and speed of the slalom, but it is toil to the summit of the 
slope that develops muscle tone and body control needed 
for the downgrade. The effort, the struggle is being taken 
out of life. Everything is so much more convenient and 
easy. But we are becoming flabby, soft, short-winded not 


only in our bodies but in our minds and wills. Yes, we 
have high ambitions, noble intentions, but we have wish- 
bones instead of backbones. We had not intended to waste 
the evening in front of the television, we only turned it on 
for a moment. We do not stay the course. Mentally, 
morally, spiritually, we are too flaccid. We are not studying 
the Scriptures and are increasingly ignorant of God’s Word. 
Being ignorant of God’s Word, inevitably we are ignorant 
of His will: The Bible requires study, concentrated appli- 
cation, and perseverance day by day if ever we are to under- 
stand God’s full thought for us. This is our human 
responsibility with regard to the Scriptures and the knowl- 
edge of God. We must of course, in addition, always depend 
upon the Holy Spirit to illumine our minds and to enlighten 
our hearts, and to bring us to that condition that, knowing 
God’s will, we shall submit to it. Books! ‘There are thou- 
sands of tremendously helpful and important books every- 
where. Sometimes we buy them. How many of them do 
we read and make our own? This reading requires time, 
energy, effort, determination. The world is doing two things 
to us. Its kaleidoscope of appeal and demand keeps us 
constantly on the move, occupied with unimportant, eter- 
nally insignificant trivialities. Consequently we have no 
time. Then the world says to us, while keeping us on the go, 
(Continued on page 146) 





God Values Our Faith 


By Gordon Chilvers 








HEN God looks at our lives what 

does He value most in them? 

Is it our ability or our wealth? 
Is it our love or our generosity? It is 
our faith in Him. That is why He goes 
to such lengths to cultivate it. 

Our trust God is of vital impor- 
tance. “Without faith it is impossible 
to please him: for he that cometh to 
God must believe that he is, and that 
he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him” (Heb. 11:6). We enter the 
Christian life by faith. “For by grace 
are ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God” 
(Eph. 2:8). By faith we are sustained 
in our pilgrim journey. We “are kept 
by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time” (1 Pet. 1:5). Through 
faith we shall reach our eternal home. 
But what do we mean by faith? The 
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unbeliever seems to think the Christian 
uses the word to cover up what is diffi- 
cult to believe. But that is not so. 
During his missionary career Dr. John 
Paton had great difficulty in finding an 
appropriate word to translate the words 
“faith” or “trust.” One day when he 
was seated on a chair in his room, an 
intelligent native entered. “Taea,” said 
the doctor, “what am I doing now?” 
“You are resting master,” replied the 
native. Dr. Paton had heard that word 
before, but it was not the right word. 
He then drew up his feet, placed them 
upon the bar of the chair, and leaning 
back said, “What am I doing now?” 
The man immediately replied: “You 
are leaning wholly; you have lifted 
yourself from every support.” “That is 
it,” exclaimed the missionary, with holy 
joy. “Leaning on Jesus unto eternal 
life, reposing wholly upon the Saviour, 





is the way to express faith in Christ.” 

In the Epistle to the Hebrews we 
have a whole chapter devoted to this 
subject. In the first verse of the chap- 
ter we have a description of the way 
faith works. “Now faith is the sub- 
stance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). This 
explains the place that faith has in life. 

Faith works in two special spheres, 
“the regions not entered by direct phys- 
ical experience” (Westcott). First it 
is connected with “things hoped for.” 
This is faith’s reaction to the future. 
Eternal service and pure worship are 
not a present experience. Faith gives 
these future delights a present value. 

Second, faith works in the realm of 
“things not seen.” Once God has 
spoken and told us of their existence, 
faith lays hold of them and is more 
(Continued on page 144) 





(3) 131 








. do-we. think ...« 


@ LEOPOLDVILLE.—The UN Command here 
has announced that 164 American mis- 


THE TIMES News Report — 





sions personnel have been evacuated 





to Uganda from Congo's Eastern Prov- 
ince because of renewed opposition 
from troops loyal to Lumumba. 


@® Evangelicals in the Church of Eng- 
land are encouraged by the appoint- 
ment of Dr. Donald Coggan as Archbishop 





of York, to succeed Dr. Arthur Ramsey, 
newly appointed Archbishop of Canter- 
bury. Dr. Coggan has been actively 
associated with evangelical move- 
ments, and in the week before the 
announcement of his new post, was 
speaker at the Islington Conference, 
the outstanding annual event for 
evangelical Anglicans. (A. Morgan 
Derham) 


@ ATHENS.—The Greek Orthodox Church 
has called on its people to burn the 
evangelistic messages which the Rev. 
Spiros Zodhiates has been publishing 
as, paid advertisements in newspapérs 
here for more than two years. The 
Church labeled Zodhiates a heretic. 





@ The World Council of Churches re- 
ports that in strife-torn areas of 
Cameroun, up to 80 per cent of church 
property has been destroyed in fight~ 
ing between army units and native 
insurgents. Both factions appar- 
ently felt that the church properties 
were being used by the enemy. 


@ MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA.—220 _ stu- 









The Congo Protestant 
Relief Agency is channeling funds 
from churches for relief. 


from hunger. 


@ WASHINGTON, D.C.—President Ken- 
nedy, accompanied by Chief Justice 
Warren, Speaker Rayburn, and nearly 
100 members of Congress, attended the 
annual Mass of the Votive Spirit here, 
at which prayers were offered for 
divine intercession in the admin- 
istration of justice. 





@ CHICAGO.—Joseph T. Bayly was re- 
elected president of the Evangelical 
Press Association at its annual con- 








ference here. Delegates passed res- 
olutions calling for equal rights for 
members of all races, arid scoring 
"selfish interests," which capital- 


-ize on racial differences. 


@ A group of Episcopal clergymen in 
Georgia has charged Bishop James Pike 
of California with heresy as a result 
of statements he made in an article in 
The Christian Century. The bishop 
has denied the charges. 








@ ROME.—The number of Catholics in 
African missions increased from 











dents from Southeast Asia attended 
the Second Annual Conference of the 
Overseas Christian Fellowship here 
in January. Several found Christ as 
Saviour, and Christians were stirred 
to new zeal in evangelistic outreach. 
(D. Adeney) 





@ Bishop Gerald Kennedy, president 
of the Methodist Council of Bishops, 
took exception recently to the move 
for Christian unity. He asked, "Why 
- we will be better 
Christians by belonging to a church 
of 20 million members’ rather than 
« « « 1O million . .. How would we 
operate a super-Protestant Church?" 





@® UN officials estimate that 20,000 
children are starving in Kasai Prov- 
ince in Congo, and that 200 die daily 
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4,500,000 in 19335 to 21,000,000 in 
1959, official sources here reported, 


@ MADRID.—Protestants in Spain numn- 
ber between 15,000 and 18,000, ac- 
cording to a recent report. The 
Plymouth Brethren, with 5,000, are 
the most numerous single group. 





@ SALISBURY, SO. RHODESIA. — The 
British and Foreign Bible Societ 
reported here that of the 800 African 
tongues, 48 have the complete Bible, 
98 have only the New Testament, and 
184 have only portions of Scripture. 


@ WASHINGTON, D.C.—The Federal Com- 
munications Commission has granted a 
power increase from 1,000 to 5,000 


watts to Bob Jones University radio 
station WMUU. 











Vext Wek eee 


Beginning a pre-Easter series by the Rev. 
Cary Weisiger . 
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Pornography 


Books, like motion pictures or TV, are an amoral medium, 
capable either of great good or unbounded evil. Were it 
not for the great books, civilization as we know it would 
not exist. The Church, too, is deeply indebted to the men 
of God down through the centuries who have committed 
their wisdom and insights to writing. But, alas, the good 
potential is matched by the evil. 

The alarm is being sounded in America over the multi- 
million dollar pornography racket that is preying on the 
curiosity and gullibility of our youth. Not only religious 
leaders, but groups and individuals who profess no specifically 
Christian or other religious committment, are joining the 
angry chorus of protest. A Roman Catholic youth organi- 
zation has called on its Protestant counterparts to join them 
in combatting the flood of smut that is appearing daily. 
New York City has cracked down severely on the pornogra- 
phy trade, and raids have occurred in a number of Times 
Square bookstores and newsstands. Stiff sentences are being 
meted out to the peddlers of the smut. Mr. Charles Keat- 
ing, Jr., founder of the National Citizens for Decent Litera- 
ture, told a public rally in Oklahoma City recently that 
the general turning from religion in the United States had 
contributed greatly to the rise of indecent publications. 
“We need a criminal law,” he said, ‘that would make it a 





criminal offense to distribute obscene literature.” Mr. Keat- 
ing pointed out that the obscene literature business is a 
$2 billion annual proposition. Msgr. Francis J. Lally, editor 
of The Pilot, official weekly of the Roman Catholic arch- 
diocese of Boston, told the Greenfield (Mass.) Council of 
Churches recently that public opinion must regulate the 
“gray area” between what is legally allowable and what is 
morally acceptable in literature. “It is in this area that the 
common concern of all members of the community should 
bring them together to protest the general moral climate of 
public expression,” he said. 

The situation is complicated infinitely by the attitude of 
the literary critics who wield massive influence in the 
publishing world. The recent suit in Great Britain, in 
which Penguin Ltd. was acquitted of the charge brought 
against them by the Crown of publishing obscene literature 
(Lady Chatterly’s Lover) was greeted with almost un- 
challenged joy by the secular press and the world of arts 
and letters. While both of these groups would go on record 
as vigorously opposing pornography, how the juvenile mind 
is to catch the aesthetic fineness of D. H. Lawrence and 
rise above mere lurid curiosity, is far from clear. If we are 
to have unlimited artistic freedom, then our difficulties with 
objectionable books will not be limited to the clandestine 
trade in pornography; we will see the worship of Venus 
promoted in every bookstore and book review column. 





Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 





AN UNUSUAL SKILL.—I have heard many stories about strange antics in theological semi- 
naries, and some practiced by distinguished ecclesiastics and professors of theology, but I heard one 
this week that I think stands alone. A colleague of mine, returning from a week-end conference 
of professors of speech and of preaching held in a famous western city, said that he heard the Bishop 
of the Episcopal Church of the State in which the city was located, deliver a stirring forty-five 
minute address on preaching, during which time he consumed one package of cigarettes! My col- 
league said the Bishop had really developed an amazing skill by which he was able to take hundreds 
of puffs during the message and still keep on speaking without any noticeable interruption! 
If the Bishop is that much of a slave to tobacco while lecturing (on preaching!) , I wonder what 
he does about smoking when he is free from all such public responsibilities. I am, of course, 
purposely refraining from giving the name of the bishop. 


DIVERSITY IN CHRISTENDOM.—The latest edition of the Yearbook of American Churches 
has just been issued. It includes some very interesting statistics. We now have in America 260 
denominational bodies, Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, Eastern Orthodox, Moslem, Mormon, and so 
forth. The editor, who has supervised this work for the last twenty years, in the introduction 
to this particular volume, issues a justified warning when he says, “One frequently reads that 
church attendance has been rapidly increasing, whereas there are no systematic reports availa- 
ble of church attendance even at the principal Sunday morning service.” In America there are 
today about 373,000 ministers, of whom approximately 7,000 are women. There are nearly forty 
million Americans in the Roman Catholic Church. Of Protestant denominations, the largest is 
the Methodist Church, with ten million members. Many of the groups are small, such as the Na- 
tional David Spiritual Temple of Christ Union, founded in 1921, and the United Holy Church 
of America, Inc. Some denominations refuse to give any information, and are therefore not in- 
cluded in this volume, nor in these statistical summaries. 
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BOOKS 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


ERMIT me to suggest some books, 
the reading of which would, on 

the part of the average layman of 
our day, result in the nourishment and 
enrichment of his inner life. Frankly 
to make suggestions of this kind is 
most difficult, because of the many 
radically different natures and needs 
of the men and women who seek help 
from such works. Without intending to 
arrange these suggestions in the order 
of their importance, let me begin with 
that ever wonderfully rich volume The 
Walk, Conversation and Character of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, by that peer of 
preachers of his generation, Alexander 
Whyte (1836-1921), for many years min- 
ister of Free St. George’s, Edinburgh. 
No one has ever written more movingly, 
e.g., on God’s words of approval of His 
Son at the time of the baptism, or of the 
phrase of the angels regarding the yet- 
to-be-horn son of Mary, “that holy 
thing” (Luke 1:35). And you simply 
must secure for your own library and 
read often from those absolutely unique 
studies of Whyte, Bible Characters. His 
chapters, e.g., of Noah and his sons, of 
Jeroboam “who taught Israel to sin,” 
of Daniel at the feast of Belshazzar, of 
Paul as a student, or Paul as a man of 
prayer. No one today can write any- 
thing like this!) And when you have 
begun to be caught up into glory with 
some of these pages, you will want to 
get Barbour’s epochal Life of this man 
of God. 

Speaking of biographies, no Christian 
can but be moved, and brought low, 
and then rejuvenated, in reading the 
work William Carey, by S. Pearce 
Carey, published by Hodder & Stough- 
ton, in 1923 (4 editions were called for 
within two years). 


pee me suddenly move over into an- 
other type of literature altogether. 
I am quite sure that any man or woman 
with any desire for a more accurate 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, will 
find pleasure and profit both in that 
famous work of some years ago, The 
Land and the Book (1880-1886) by 
William M. Thomson. Thomson was an 
American, who spent the best years of 
his long life as a wise, observant, fer- 
vent missionary in Syria and Palestine, 
before the modernization of that land 
had begun. There are literally hundreds 
of passages in both the Old and New 
Testaments that receive added mean- 
ing from these rich pages. (250 pages 
in three volumes with about 400 il- 
lustrations. Do not get the abbrevi- 
ated editions.) 

Speaking of Biblical interpretation— 
one cannot wholly separate one’s mind 
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for the Enrichment 





of the Soul 


Some of these books may be difficult to find, 
but they will yield a rich harvest of spiritual growth 


from one’s soul—I would earnestly com- 
mend to every Christian, of whatever 
denominational persuasion, or whatever 
might be his education, the frequent 
consultation of the greatest one-volume 
commentary in our language, the truly 
indispensable New Bible Commentary, 
created by Inter-Varsity Fellowship and 
published by Eerdmans in this country. 





Books by Wilbur M. Smith 


A Treasury of Books for Bible 
Study 

A Preliminary Bibliography for 
the Study of Biblical Prophecy 

Profitable Bible Study. 

Chats From a Minister’s Library 

This Atomic Age and the Word 

‘ of God 

Therefore, Stand 

The Supernaturalness of Christ 

Egypt in Biblical Prophecy 

(All of these books are published 

by W. A. Wilde Co., Natick, Mass.) 














A volume that has sent men whom I 
know to their knees, is that profound 
and amazingly searching work The First 
Epistle of John Expounded in a Series 
of Lectures, by Robert S. Candlish 
(1806-1873), for many years Principal 
of New College, Edinburgh. This work 
(of over 500 pages), first published in 
1866, had become very scarce, until a 
few years ago, when it was reprinted 
by Zondervan. 

About this time (1871) appeared an- 
other volume which, in its field, has 
never been equalled—The Training of 








My Heart Is Hungry 
By Helen Mary Sees 


Y HEART is hungry, Lord, for 
Thee, 
Naught else can satisfy; 
Yea, Thou alone canst give me peace, 
My every need supply. 


No earthly joy that I have known 
Can to Thy joy compare; 

With everlasting love divine, 
Thou dost my burdens bear. 


And if at times my soul is_ tried 
By some deep grief or pain, 

"Tis then that Thou dost lift me up 
And by Thy grace sustain. 


So when I hunger, Lord, for Thee, 
I know that I am blest, 
For Thou hast said, “They shall be 
filled,” 
And in Thy love I rest. 









the Twelve, by A. B. Bruce, a learned, 
suggestive, and most practical study of 
all that our Lord said to and did for His 
twelve apostles. Dr. Griffith Thomas 
once referred to it as “one of the great 
Christian classics of the nineteenth cen- 
tury.” - 

A volume bearing upon the last week 
of our Lord’s life is The Suffering Sav- 
iour, by F. W. Krummacher (1796-1868), 
who was acknowledged at the middle 
of the nineteenth century as the great- 
est preacher in Europe. This work was 
the first to be published by Moody 
Press in its well-received series, The 
Wycliffe Classics. 


NEVER tire of recommending Joseph 

Parker’s series of volumes, The Peo- 
ple’s Bible, brilliant, suggestive, inspir- 
ing expositions of hundreds of passages 
from the Word of God, in a manner that 
no one else of modern times could equal. 

In 1903 the late Dr. G. Campbell 
Morgan brought out what in some ways 
was his greatest work, The Crises of 
the Christ. The copy of this volume 
in my own library is probably more 
marked and annotated than any other 
single work I own. After a masterly 
discussion of why man needed a Sav- 
iour, Morgan discusses with irresistible 
logic and penetration those inex- 
haustible subjects—the birth, baptism, 
temptation, transfiguration, death, res- 
urrection, and ascension of our Lord. 

Let me go far back into the early 
days of the church, to the beginning of 
the fifth century. I urge my readers to 
secure a copy and begin reading the 
greatest single work produced in the 
church from the close of the Apostolic 
Age to the coming of Luther and Cal- 
vin. I refer, to that masterly, scholarly, 
thought-provoking classic, City of God, 
by Augustine (354-430), Bishop of Hippo. 
You will want to read this slowly, un- 
derlining some passages, meditating on 
many of them, finding here truths you 
had never thought about before, pro- 
found problems frankly faced. There 
is hardly an area of Christian thought 
that is not discussed in these marvelous 
chapters. 

I would like to speak of many more 
eminently worthwhile books, but these 
are enough to begin with. It will be 
commented by sdéme that I have not 
mentioned any very recent volumes. 
The reason is not that these are un- 
known to me, but that, for the type of 
literature I am here discussing, most 
of the newer books do not seem to me 
to equal those notable works of an 
earlier period. If I were making lists 
of theological treatises, works, or Bib- 
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[x Christian Nurture of Youth. By 
[osc Brunk and Ethel Metzler. 
(Herald Press, Scottdale, Pa., $3.) 
“A guide to leaders. of youth” is a good 
subtitle for a well-written volume. The 
book is definitely for the leader, and not 
for the follower. The work is divided 
into four sections: “Early adolescence, 
years 12-14,” “Middle adolescence, years 
15-17,” “Later adolescence, years 18-24,” 
and “Guidance for special problems.” 
The content covers the entire personal- 
ity: Emotional, physical, social, and spir- 
itual. Characteristics, problems, domestic 
relationships, recreation, education, vo- 
cation, worship, literature, stewardship 
—all of these matters and more are 
discussed in these pages in a very 
devout, understandable, and practical 
manner, to assist those who are trying. 
to lead and influence young people. 
These two authors have insight, under- 
standing, clarity of expression, and an 
obvious longing to meet a need for-the 
spiritual advancement of the younger 
generation. Those who work with 
youth will find the volume most bene- 
ficial. One weakness, in the opinion of 
the reviewer, is the length of chapters. 
Forty pages is a long chapter. Even 
though the chapters are divided into 
appropriate sections, it might have been 
better to have more separate, shorter 
chapters. It would have made for con- 
venience to the reader, particularly for 
those who may wish to consult the book 
frequently, or use it in connection with 
classwork. This in no way detracts 
from the value of the book, however. 


My Father’s World. By David Hood. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $1.95.) Following the example 
of the Lord Jesus as He spoke in similes 
and parables, Dr. Hood has chosen ten 
things from nature as themes for short 
sermons. For instance, Bible moun- 
tains are places of special revelation; 
they show God’s power; they are sym- 
bols of great obstacles and difficulties. 
Stars shine in darkness; they guide men; 
they are patterns of constancy, meeting 
places of many eyes, objects of wonder. 
Thus he writes of snow, clouds, winds, 
rivers, trees, flowers, and other things. 
Each message is based on a text; Dr. 
Hood often quotes poetry, and he finds 
many lessons in the out-of-doors for the 
spiritual life. His sermon, “Clouds,” 
should bring comfort to many. 


Devotions and Prayers of F. B. Meyer. 
Compiled and edited by Andrew Kos- 
ten. (Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $1.50.) Here is another of the 
attractive, pocket-size volumes in the 
publisher’s series of nine, for devotional 
reading. Though he had much suffering 
in his own life, Dr. Meyer, like George 
Whitefield, commended Christianity by 
his warm, cheerful manner. The ten- 
derness that marked his spoken and 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 
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written messages is evident in these 
fifty-two meditations, each introduced 
by a text and accompanied by a short 
prayer. One could well use this pocket- 
size book in his daily Bible study and 
at family worship. Dr. Meyer had a 
special gift for helping Christians to 
understand and receive by faith the vic- 
tory, joy, and peace that God has’ given 
us in Christ. 


Little Star. By E. Kenneth Hanson. 
(Augsburg Pub. House, Minneapolis 15, 
Minn., $1.) One of the tiniest stars in 
all the starry heavens, many, many 
years ago, felt very sad because his light 
was so dim that even on a clear night 
he could hardly be seen. The other 
stars made fun of him and mocked him, 
but the harder he tried to shine, the 
dimmer his light became. He even 
dreamed during the day about lighting 
up the whole sky, but when night came 
he just could not twinkle any brighter. 
Then one day the Master of the stars 
told him that he needed a star to tell 
something to the folks'on earth. Here 
is a sweet story of how sad Little Star 
became the Star of Bethlehem and still 
reminds everyone all over the world of 
the night that Jesus was born. The 
book is attractively illustrated, the stars 
being pictured as baby boys with wings 
and dressed in ankle-length gowns, each 
boy carrying a wand with a shining star 
dangling from the end of it. The book 
has stiff board covers, measures 7 by 8% 
inches and will be a delight to any lit- 
tle child. 


White Harvest. By Lela and Rufus 
Waltrip. (Longmans, Green and Co., 
New York 18; $2.95.) Never before in 
her life had young Susan Mathis been 
invited to someone else’s home for din- 
ner. Actually there was little oppor- 
tunity because her family were migrant 
cotton pickers following the cotton crops 
through the southwestern States. When 
Susan returned home, her younger 
brother, Mark, asked what she had had 
for dinner. “We had grace,” she said. 
And from this point on Susan showed 
a strong desire to bring God into their 
family life. When she won a gold piece 
in a cotton-picking contest, she sent it 
to a pastor she had once met, to buy a 
family Bible. A visit to the fair, little 
sister Nora’s nearly fatal illness, and the 
journey overland to New Mexico to take 
up a homesteader’s claim combine to 
make this story both exciting and in- 





teresting. Poignantly told, this tale of 
early settlers in the Southwest will de- 
light both boys and girls of Junior and 
Intermediate age. 
























































Revivals: Their Laws and Leaders. 
By James Burns and Andrew W. Black- 
wood, Sr. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $3.95.) The seven orig- 
inal chapters of this book written by 
James Burns and first published in 1909 
by Hodder & Stoughton, London, deal 
with the laws of revival, and the lives 
of six great leaders in whose times re- 
vivals took place: Francis of Assisi, 
Savonarola, Luther, Calvin, Knox, and 
Wesley. In this reprint edition of a 
work that he considers the best among 
the many books on the subject, Dr. 
Blackwood presents two chapters he 
wrote especially for it. The first is a 
preview of the volume in which are 
given some facts about James Burns, 
an analysis and summary of the laws 
of revival he discusses, and a commen- 
dation of the literary form of the book. 
The second of Dr. Blackwood’s chapters 
appears at the close of the volume. 
In it he aptly sets forth lessons for to- 
day in the light of the book’s contents, 
concluding with a suggested simple pro- 
gram of evangelism in the local church 
under pastoral leadership. Here, then, 
in nine enlightening chapters, the au- 
thors intelligently define the sane, 
Scriptural, spiritual procedures that led 
to revival in the past and that by reason 
of their nature and man’s need can 
lead to revival again. 


Spiritual Therapy. By R. K. Young 
and A. L. Meiburg (Harper & Brothers, 
New York 16; $3.50.) Designed for nei- 
ther theologian nor psychiatrist, this 
excellent volume by authors Young and 
Meiburg, together with the collaboration 
of a panel of consultant physicians, of- 
fers a pastoral workshop in the art of 
ministering to those afflicted with the 
assorted ills of humanity. The link be- 
tween mind and body has long been 
recognized from the days of ancient 
medicine, and the acceleration of our 
present civilization only brings this into 
sharper focus. Moreover, the life of the 
subconscious as represented in the form 
of anxiety, guilt, and psychosomatic 
complaints wields strange but powerful 
influence in the general well-being, 
emotional tranquility, and _ spiritual 
temper of every individual. Certain 
areas of illness and disease are discussed 
in chapter form that are generally re- 
garded to have a_ strong psychoso- 
matic overlay; for example, peptic ulcer 
disease, intestinal disorders, angina, 
migraine headaches, asthma, skin reac- 
tions, anxiety. and tension states—in- 
cluding those disorders which are 
chronic in nature and inclined to be 
associated with long periods of disabil- 
ity and depression. Apart from a bit 
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of Freudian lingo that needs to be de- 
fined, the book is surprisingly nontech- 
nical and written in an informal style. 
There are no profound psychological 
concepts presented, and no attempt is 
made to probe into the secret workings 
of the human mind to discover what 
forces prevail; this is a job for those 
so trained. Young, a veteran sleuth 
in the art of pastoral counseling, dis- 
covered early that an individual rarely 
states the real nature of his prob- 
lem in a first encounter. There are var- 
ious clues, however, which if looked for, 
can give a more delicate insight into the 
true nature of the problem and aid to 
determine what is spiritual from that 
which is of pure psychological origin. 
The book is profuse with case histories 
and illustrations which lend it prac- 
ticality. Readers of THe SunDAY SCHOOL 
Times would find it interesting if not 
introspective. A must for pastors, coun- 
selors, and social workers. Physicians 
could also benefit from its practical ap- 
proach to some common diagnostic 
problems. 


A Treasury of Poems for Worship 
and Devotion. Edited by Charles L. 


Wallis. (Harper & Brothers, New York 
16; $4.95.) 460 Poems . .. more than 
300 poets . .. chosen from classic and 


modern sources . . . arranged by re- 
ligious themes . . . indexed by poets, 
titles, first lines, subjects, special days, 
and occasions. So the volume is pre- 
sented in brief by the publisher. It is 
difficult to review, in brief compass, a 
book of this design. Among the poets 
listed are many well-known names: 
Bonar, Browning, Burns, Cowper, Emer- 
son, Lanier, and others. There are a 
few names on the roster that assure the 
reader of the type of poetry that appears 
in the Trues, like: Grace Noll Crowell, 
George McDonald, Toplady, and Trench. 
There are real contrasts in these pages. 
The first and last stanzas of a poem by 
Bonar express the emotions of a dedi- 
cated soul: 


was way, not mine, O Lord, 

owever dark it be! 

Lead me by thine own hand, 
Choose out the path for me. 


Not mine, not mine the choice, 
In things or great or small; 
Be thou my guide, my strength, 

My wisdom and my all. 


Then there are vague and uncertain 
lines, that leave you wondering, as the 
following: 

O Thou immortal dei 
bes | throne is in 


I a ae thy power and thee 
By all that man may be, by all that he is not, 

By all that he has been and yet must be. 

Poems by Fosdick and Poteat re- 
flect their liberal theological concepts. 
Doubtless those who are real lovers of 
poetry of all kinds will find quite a 
wealth of material here, and they will 
have no trouble finding what they want, 
when they want it. The indexes are 
excellently arranged. Certainly a lot 
of time and tedious work has gone into 
the preparation of this volume. Per- 
sons of discernment will be able to cull 
out the spiritually valuable from that 
which will be of lesser value, but the 
volume cannot be given an unqualified 
endorsement for readers of the TIMEs. 
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Alaska Missionary. By Ferdinand 
Drebert, D.D. (Moravian Book Shop, 
428 Main St., Bethlehem, Pa., $1, plus 
postage.) For forty-two years, Dr. Dre- 
bert, now retired, was a Moravian mis- 
sionary to the Eskimos of the Lower 
Kuskokwim River and the Bering Coast 
of Alaska. He received his: call to the 
field in 1912 from the board of his 
church in Herrnhut (Germany), the 
name given in 1722 to the Moravian 
Colony on Count Zinzendorf’s estate. In 
his early years, according to the policy 
of his board, he worked alone; but later 
he married Marie Stecker, also a mis- 
sionary, and they had three children. 
Dr. Drebert’s narrative is written hum- 
bly, in a clear, simple style that holds 
the reader’s interest. It is obvious that 
he does not glamorize really amazing 
incidents or play up his own accom- 
plishments. One of the most outstand- 
ing of these was his acquisition of the 
Eskimo language, a tongue hard for 
the white man to master. (Even today 
the author sends back taped sermons in 
Eskimo tto be used on the field.) He 
had to learn to handle dog teams, camp 
in the bitter cold, keep mushing for- 
ward in blizzards, accept the meager 
hospitality of Eskimos in smelly, stuffy 
huts and igloos, put up patiently with 
long delays because of storms, and face 
danger continually on the tundra and 
the frozen sea and waterways. He had 
to be carpenter, doctor, sailor, cook, 
dog-driver, and minister. He had to 
oppose the shamans, or witch doctors, 
and won victories through prayer. All 
the time he kept steadily on, preaching 
the Gospel and slowly seeing its power 
in the transformed lives of his beloved 
people. He gives most interesting pic- 
tures of the life of the Eskimos, whom 
few men know well. He draws sharp 
pen pictures of the hardships, and does 
not shrink from telling of occasions 
when he was downcast and fearful. 
But he fought a good fight, kept the 
faith, and finished his task in the Arctic. 


The Gospel Blimp. By Joseph T. 
Bayly. (Windward Press, Havertown, 
Pa., $2.25.) In a little city some earnest 
Christians, concerned about the fact 
that they were not reaching their 
neighbors with the Gospel, conceived a 
bold idea: why not reach them all at 
once? A blimp—a Gospel blimp, trail- 
ing a huge sign with a Scripture text 
on it. This way the entire city would 
be confronted with the Gospel, no one 
would be able to offer the excuse that 
he had “never heard,” and the Chris- 
tians would be discharging their wit- 
nessing responsibility. Interest in the 
project mushroomed, and soon a group 
of Christians were giving hours of their 
time to the undertaking. They organ- 
ized International Gospel Blimps, Inc., 
drew up. a constitution, became legally 
incorporated, had prayer meetings, busi- 
ness meetings, discussions, and public 
relations programs. In the bustle, home 
life fell apart for some of them, but 
since it was for the sake of the Gospel, 
it was worth it. Soon the idea became 
a reality, and the new blimp began its 
daily flights over -the city trailing the 








Gospel sign. New features were added 
as time went on—fire bombs (tracts 
wrapped in colored cellophane and scat- 
tered over the city, so named because 
“they represented revival fire falling on 
the unsaved”), a P.A. system so that 
music and sermons could be sounded 
over the city, and lighted signs for 
nighttime. But opposition appeared. 
The populace did not respond enthusi- 
astically to this Gospel extravaganza. 
This, of course, was to be expected, for 
Satan will oppose any attempt to spread 
the Gospel. Through an _ elaborate 
public relations program, however, re- 
lations with the disgruntled city were 
improved. Men of influence and means 
were enlisted to help with the work. 
Meanwhile one of the original couples 
involved in the idea of the blimp had 
withdrawn from the project, feeling 
that in their immersion in “the work” 
they were losing touch with their 
neighbors and that the blimp was 
threatening to ruin their home life. 
Accused of having put their hands to 
the plough and having turned back, 
they carried on in what they felt to be 
right. The story is a parable. Its 
meaning is clear. Are any of us guilt- 
less? Have none of us pursued a mech- 
anized, institutionalized righteousness, a 
depersonalized, organized charity? Have 
we never been so enmeshed in our ef- 
forts for God that we have had no time 
for the man next to us? The book 
probes sharply our sinful neglect of our 
neighbor, but the touch is softened by 
the gently humorous way in which the 
whole story is related. 


The Children’s King James Bible. By 
Jay Green, Peter Palmer, Manning DeV. 
Lee. (Modern Bible Translations, Inc., 
Evansville, Ind., $6.95.) A simple trans- 
lation of God’s message into words that 
children can understand has full Scrip- 
tural precedent in the example of Ezra. 
Ezra and his fellow priests read the 
Law of God not only to the adults but 
also to “all that could hear with un- 
derstanding.” And this was followed 
by an explanation of the meaning. This 
is precisely the aim of those who 
brought out “The Children’s King James 
Bible.” A certain father, attempting to 
teach the Bible to his own children, 
sought in vain for some version that 
had a vocabulary and style suitable for 
grade-school youngsters. At first he 
explained each difficult word as he 
read. But desire for accuracy in han- 
dling God’s Word led him on to check 
with the original Greek before substi- 
tuting elementary synonyms. And this 
in turn led to writing out each day’s 
translation beforehand. Other parents, 
seeing rough copies of this work, ex- 
pressed the desire to have the same 
help for their children. The term “King 
James” is at first misleading. It is used 
merely to indicate the type of trans- 
lation, which is simple, and follows 
the Greek closely, avoiding all popu- 
lar and slang phraseology. However, 
it is not a paraphrase, nor a conden- 
sation, but a faithful translation of the 
New Testament only into contempo- 

(Continued on page 146) 
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John 13:1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus 
knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of 
this world unto the Father, having loved his own which 
were in the world, he loved them unto the end. * 

2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into 
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him; 

3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into 
his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God; 


A NEW COMMANDMENT 


John 13; printed text, verses 1-5, 12-17, 34, 35 


Golden Text.—A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; 
as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.—John 13:34 


13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so 
I am. 

14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your 
feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet. 

15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as 
I have done to you. 

16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater 
than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that 
sent him. 









4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; 


and took a towel, and girded himself. 


5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to 


wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel 


wherewith he was girded. 


12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his 


garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know 


ye what I have done to you? 


national Council of Religious 


17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. 


34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 
another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 

35 By this shall all men know that-ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one to another. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 












ducation. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


[ IS the evening before the annual 
Passover, and Jerusalem is filled 
with Jews who have assembled to 
celebrate the anniversary of their great 
national Exodus. There is a special 
excitement in the air because of con- 
flicting reports that concern a young 
prophet of Nazareth. Many are con- 
vinced that He is all that He claims to 
be—the nation’s true Messiah and King. 
His astonishing miracles have confirmed 
this belief. On the other hand, there 
is a very influential section of popular 
opinion that utterly rejects Him. Such 
believe that He is no more than a cun- 
ning impostor, and have reached the 
point that they are determined to do 
away with Him. 

The conflict has become so acute that 
it has reached the explosion point. 

In a large upper room the Man who 
is the focal point of all this controversy 
is perfectly calm and composed. He 
is closeted with His own loved dis- 
ciples, and is preparing them for the 
storm that is about to burst upon them 
all. As for Him, He is about to return 
unto the Father who has sent Him. 
This would be by death and resurrec- 
tion. As for them, they would receive 
hatred from the world but abundance 
of sustaining grace from Heaven. Even- 
tually He would return to receive them 
unto Himself. 

In the meantime, they are to be knit 
together in a bond of intense love. As 
nothing else would, this would identify 
them as His own disciples. 


Verse by Verse 
John 13:1—“Now before the feast of 
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the passover, when Jesus knew that his 
hour was come .. . having loved his 
own which were in the world, he loved 
them unto the end.” Repeatedly in this 
Gospel the Lord had announced that 
His hour had not come (see 2:4; 7:6; 
11:9). Now, however, all was changed; 
His hour had struck, and He was about 
to return to the Father by way of the 
Cross. His own disciples were to be 
left in a cold, hostile world, however. 
But though the world would hate them, 
nothing would weaken His love for 
them. He would love them to the utter- 
most, or all the way through. 

Verse 2—“And supper being ended, 
the devil having now put into the heart 
of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to be- 
tray him;” “Supper being ended” is 
more accurately rendered, “during sup- 
per” (A.S.V.). The Passover meal was 
actually in progress (see v. 26), but 
even before this Satan had instilled 
Judas’ heart with the awful treachery 
that was the price of the money that 
he coveted. Usually the Devil does his 
work through his subordinates, but in 
this case he considered the assignment 
so important that he personally took 
charge. A little later he himself en- 
tered the hapless Judas (v. 27). 

Verse 3—‘“Jesus knowing that the 
ijFather had given all things into his 
hands, and that he was come from 
God, and went to God.” This is the 
second time that the Lord is said to 
“know” (cf. v. 1). He was fully con- 
scious that the Father had entrusted 
Him with all of Heaven’s purposes. 
Having come forth from God, He was 
now about to return to God upon the 
accomplishment of the great work of 
redemption. There could be no out- 
flow of grace apart from the settling of 
the claims of righteousness. 







































Verse 4—“He riseth from supper, and 
laid aside his garments; and took a 
towel, and girded himself.” The gar- 
ments here are the outer garments that 
would impede His action. Girding him- 
self with the towel plainly marks Him 
as assuming the role of a slave, whose 
usual responsibility this was. 


Verse 5—“After that he poureth wa- 
ter into a bason, and began to wash 
the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them 
with the towel wherewith he was 
girded.” It is actually the bason 
(A.S.V.)—a vessel usually provided for 
guests who occupied the guest cham- 
ber. Here we have the amazing sight 
of the Lord of life and glory stooping 
and washing the soiled feet of His dull 
but dearly loved followers. What deep 
self-humbling on His part! 

Verse 12—“So after he had washed 
their feet... and was set down again, 
he said ... Know ye what I have done 
to you?” This question may seem 
strange at first sight, and evoke the 
quick reply, Of course, they knew! 
Certainly they knew that He had en- 
gaged in this physical act. But there 
was evidently an underlying signifi- 
cance, and He was anxious that they 
understand this. He had already indi- 
cated this deeper significance in His re- 
mark to Peter (see v. 7). 


Verse 13—“Ye call me Master and 
Lord: and ye say well; for soI am.” Is 
it not striking that the disciples did not 
call Him by His personal name, .“Jesus”? 
Nor did He ever invite them to do so. 
On the contrary, He asserts His true 
and divine dignity. “Master” is really 
“teacher.” They were related to Him 
as both learners and servants. So ‘are 
we. 

Verse 14—“If I then, your Lord and 
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Master, have washed your feet; ye also 
ought to wash one another’s feet.” The 
logic and force of this statement must 
be apparent to all. If He whose person 
bore such dignity and glory would stoop 
to serve them, as would some slave, 
how much more should they be ready 
to serve one another? 

Verse 15.—“For I have given you an 
example, that ye should do as I have 
done to you.” The Lord was the mas- 
ter-teacher who did not traffic in pre- 
cepts only, but who demonstrated by 
example the truth that He wished to 
convey. Humility and perfect service 
are ever seen in Him. 

Verse 16—“. . . I say unto you, The 
servant is not greater than his Lord; 
neither he that is sent greater than he 
that sent him.” “Servant” is “bond- 
slave,” and “he that is sent” is literally 
“the apostle.” Neither is superior to 
his employer. 

Verse 17.—“If ye know these things, 
happy are ye if ye do them.” Happi- 
ness or blessedness do not flow out of 
mere knowledge, but rather from the 
practice of the truths that we know. 
Mere knowledge puffs up (1 Cor. 8:1), 
but love for Christ will impel us to 
serve our brethren. 

Verse 34—“‘A new commandment I 
give unto you, That ye love one an- 
other; as I have loved you, that ye also 
love one another.” On the eve of His 
departure from them He gives them 
this final word. His impending death 
would be divine love’s supreme demon- 
stration, and would provide the perfect 
yardstick by which they were to meas- 
ure their love one for another during 
His absence. : 

Verse 35—“By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another.” While it is 
true that the unregenerate man mani- 
fests a natural love toward his own 
kinsmen and friends, the one who has 
been vitally linked to Christ will love 
all others who are also so linked. This 
transcends race and culture. It is this 
mutual love among the Lord’s own that 
is the one mark of recognition. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The lessons of the feet-washing (John 
13: 1-17) 

2. The identification of the betrayer 
(vv. 18-30) 

3. The distinguishing mark of Chris- 
tianity (vv. 31-35) 

4. The self-confidence that leads to dis- 
aster (vv. 36-38) 


The Heart of the Lesson 

That the incident of the feet-washing 
was much more than an example in 
humility, or a mere ceremony to. be 
perpetuated, seems very clear from the 


Lord’s. remarks to Peter and the others. 


“What I do,” He said, “thou knowest 
not now; but thou shalt know here- 
after” (13:7). Then, upon completing 
the service, He asked them if they un- 
derstood what He had just done to them 
(v. 12). Now most certainly they all 
knew that He had just performed the 
service of a bondslave. There was evi- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


9. February 26.—Jesus Faces the 
Cross. John 12 





Next Week’s Lesson 


11. March 12.—The Promise of the 
Spirit. John 14 to 16 











dently, however, a much deeper sig- 
nificance attached to this. 

Flowing directly out of the dialogue 
between Peter and his Lord is the fact 
that there is a washing that is once for 
all and another washing that is re- 
peated. The person who is washed all 
over, or bathed, does not require this 
a second time. It is a complete and 
permanent experience. He “is clean 
every whit” (v. 10). 

This refers to the “laver of regener- 
ation” (Titus 3:5, A.S.V., margin), or 
moral cleansing of the new birth. Such 
a bath results in thorough cleansing and 
is never repeated. It fits the subject for 
God and Heaven. The union is per- 
manent. ; 

However, there is another washing, 
and this one calls for repetition. It 
affects, not the body, but the feet only. 
This speaks of the believer’s day-by- 
day walk through this world. He picks 
up defilement that calls for the appli- 
cation of “the washing of water by the 
word” (Eph. 5:26), and it is only by 
the applying of that word to the con- 
science that fellowship can be restored 
and maintained. 

The truth of the bath is linked with 
union. The truth of the basin (John 
13:5) is linked with communion. Part 
in Him is union; part with Him is com- 
munion (see v. 8). 

How blessed to know that this act in 
the upper room anticipates the Lord’s 
return to Glory, redemption having 
been accomplished, and gives us a pre- 
view of how He serves His people as 
their restoring advocate (1 John 2:1). 


Topics for Development 

- The Square of God’s Love. Some- 
times we sing about “the circle of God’s 
favor,” or speak of the circle of the di- 
vine love. The New Testament puts it 
in the form of a square, however. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By C. Ernest Tatham 
OW long does Jesus love His own? 
2. What idea did Satan put into 
Judas’ heart? 
' 3. What role did the Lord take in 
washing the disciples’ feet? 
4. What does the once-for-all wash- 
ing do for us? 
5. What is denied us if we refuse to 
let the Lord wash our feet? 
6. By what means does the Lord 
cleanse our walk today? 
7. How should we address Christ? 
8. If we practice these things, what 
will we be? | 
9. What is the new commandment? 
10. What will the world know about 
us if we love one another? 


(Answers on page 144) 


loved me, so have I loved you.” The 


What we mean is this: In John 15:9 
our Lord declares, “As the Father hath 


top line of the square is the Father’s 


love for His dear Son. The length of 
that measure is exactly the measure of 
the Son’s love for His own. Then in 
John 17:23 Jesus states that the Father’s 
love for His own is equal to that meas- 
ure wherewith the Father loves Him. 

Thus both the Son’s and Father’s af- 
fection for the saints is equal, and we 
have the top and the two vertical sides 
of the square. 

Just one equidistant line is needed to 
close the square. This is the lower 
horizontal line, of course. But we must 
remember that it must be equal in 
length to the other three. 

How will it be supplied? 

Let us look at our Golden Text, and 
note the words, “As I have loved you 
... ye also love one another” (John 13: 
34). In other words, it is we who must 
supply this bottom line. 

Alas that we so often fail to complete 
the square! 


Practical Applications 

One is not a Christian very long be- 
fore he is aware that he walks through 
a dirty world. Moral defilement be- 
strews his pathway. 

Here, for example, is a child of God 
who works each day among godless fel- 
low employees who are not above using 
a generous amount of profanity and the 
telling of off-color jokes. While the 
Christian does not participate, he can 
scarcely prevent hearing these things, 
and they have a defiling effect upon his 
soul. 

Or it may be that he himself yields 
to some temptation, and grieves the in- 
dwelling Holy Spirit. Thus he becomes 
guilty of backsliding. His feet have 
become dirty! 

Now, the Lord urges that we “ought 
to wash one another’s feet” (John 13: 
14). But just how are we to comply? 
Well, He Himself has set the example. 
The basin, the water, the towel, and, 
above all, the right attitude, are re- 
quired. The application of the appro- 
priate corrective Scriptures is needed 
to awaken the conscience, but these 
cannot be effectively ministered by one 
who takes an attitude of self-righteous 
superiority. If I am to restore him to 
fellowship, then I must be prepared to 
be at his feet, and be his servant. And 
the water must be the right tempera- 
ture. I must not use scalding water! 

The entire ministry must be in the 
climate of Galatians 6:1—‘“Brethren, if 
a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which 
are spiritual, restore such an one in the 
spirit of meekness; considering thyself, 
lest thou also be tempted.” 

The Word of God, when ministered 
to the erring in a proper spirit, will 
have the double effect of both cleansing 
and refreshing. What a need there is 
for this today! 


Golden Text 

John 13:34—‘A new commandment 
I give unto you, That ye love one an- 
other; as I have loved you, that ye also — 
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love one another.” The Lord Jesus had 
provided the great example of this pre- 
cept in the intense affection that He 
had shown toward them. The fullest 
possible manifestation of it, however, 
would be given the following day when 
He would die their death on the awful 
cross. Thus His love for them would 
be the standard of their love one for 
another. 

NortH Patm BEacu, FLA. 


ar 





Ary 
a AS 
EIVALL 





ss 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“ .. having loved his own .. . he 
loved them unto the end” (John 13:1). 
—Possessing foreknowledge our Lord 
knew He was to be the paschal lamb 
of this feast. He knew He was to re- 
turn to the Father via the cross and 
resurrection. 

He knew that Peter would betray 
Him, that all the disciples would be- 
tray Him and that Thomas would 
express disbelief of His bodily resurrec- 
tion. But notwithstanding all, He loved 
them to the end—or to the utmost! 

I like the incident about the elderly 
Scottish woman who was alone for the 
greater part of the day. Someone 
asked her, “What do you do during the 
day?” “Well,” she said: “I get my 
hymn book, and I have a little hymn 
of praise to the Lord. Then,” she added, 
“I get my Bible and let the Lord speak 
to me. When I am tired of reading, 
and I cannot sing any more, I just sit 
still and let the Lord love me!” 

“He . .. took a towel, and girded 
himself” (John 13:4)—What a mani- 
festation of true humility! He, the 
Master and Lord, taking the place of a 
household servant, to wash the disci- 
ples’ feet! 

Years ago, a mother and daughter 
were traveling through a forest. Over- 
come by the long journey, the mother 
fainted and fell to the ground. As soon 
as consciousness was partly restored, 
She sent her little child to seek out a 
minister of God. 

The daughter went weeping on her 
way. She soon met a stranger riding 
ahorse. The man inquired of her why 
she was weeping. She asked him if he 
were God’s minister, and he said that 
he was. (“Minister” means “servant.”) 
She led him to the side of her dying 
Mother. His bodyguard soon arrived 
on the scene. Reverently did they un- 
cover their heads as they found the 
King of England kneeling in prayer for 
the dying peasant. The greatest among 
them was their servant. 

“Know ye what I have done to you?” 
(John 13:12.)—It is very apparent from 
Peter’s extreme statements that he did 
not understand what the Lord had done. 
After saying, “Thou shalt never wash 
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my feet,” and after hearing the Lord 
say: “If I wash thee not, thou hast no 
part with me,” Peter jumped to the 
other extreme and exclaimed, “Lord, 
not my feet only, but also my hands 
and my head.” 


The Lord’s statement, “He that is 


washed [or bathed] needeth not save . 


to wash his feet,” should have satisfied 
the disciples that the Lord’s actions 
carried a spiritual application. He de- 
finitely told them they were “clean” 
(with the exception of Judas). They 
had had the bath of regeneration (Titus 
3:5) and that was never to be repeated; 
but their feet—which in Scripture re- 
late to one’s walk and ways which are 
constantly exposed to defilement—re- 
quire cleansing. 

He was going back to Glory and 
would carry on a work, in which they 
could have a part—or fellowship—with 
Him. 

It is Malachi Taylor who points out 
that every clause of Ephesians 5:25-27 
is found in John 13. For example, “He 
loved them, the church; He gave Him- 
self for them, the Supper sets that forth; 
that He might sanctify or separate them 
to Himself; thus they were ‘his own’; 
and ‘cleanse it with the washing of 
water, by the word.’ It is complete, His 
constant, perfect provision for our be- 
ing kept clean.” 

Confession of failure to walk as He 
walked was the equivalent of placing 
their feet in His hands for cleansing. 


“.. ye also ought to wash one an- 
other’s feet” (John 13:14).—He is Lord 
and Master—full deity is His—yet He 
humbled Himself to wash their feet. 
They were to follow His example and 
humbly wash one another’s feet. How 
splendidly the Apostle Paul afterward 
carried this out! He washed the feet 
of the erring Corinthian saints in his 
first letter to them. In his second let- 
ter he informs them how he did it. As 
a special apostle, he could have used 
the rod on them. Instead of that, he 
wrote, “out of much affliction and an- 
guish of heart ... with many tears” (2 
Cor. 2:4). 

Washing one another’s feet cannot be 
successfully done with scrub brush and 
boiling water. Peter, after learning his 
lesson, wrote: “And you must all put 
on the servant’s apron of humility to 
one another” (1 Pet. 5:5, Williams 
translation) . 

“A new commandment I give unto 
you, That ye love one another .. .” 
(John 13:34)—The Law commanded 
that one love his neighbor as himself; 
but the new commandment demands 
love toward one another “as I have 
loved you”! 


Thy load may be heavy, thy road may be long, 
The winds of adversity bitter and strong; 
But = way will seem bright if ye love one 


other, 
The burden ‘will be light if ye carry a brother. 
Wawona, CALIF. 


b 
Please pray for the contributors and 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 








From the Platform 
' By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEesTep HyMNS 


“O Day of Rest and Gladness” 
“Rescue the Perishing” 
“Pather, Lead Me Day by Day” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, whose Word is 
before us now to study, give us under- 
standing of it and a heart gladly willing 
to obey its teachings. For our Saviour’s 
example, teaching, and sacrifice we 
thank Thee. Make us His true and 
faithful disciples, ever following Him. 
Give us loving concern for others and 
lead us each day into those deeds of 
kindness that should find a place in the 
pattern of our lives. Help and bless 
all who are troubled and tried, those 
sick and disabled and those aged and 
infirm. Show us how we may be of 
help to such. Forgive our overconcern 
for our own comfort and pleasure and 
help us to overcome our various temp- 
tations. Bless the people engaged in 
giving the Gospel to those who know 
not the Saviour and let the powers of 
sin and darkness in the world be over- 
come by the light and love of Christ 
in His people. We ask all in Christ’s 
name. Amen. 


After the Lesson—After washing the 
disciples’ feet, the Lord Jesus said, “I 
have given you an example.” In our 
Golden Text He said, “A new com- 
mandment I give unto you.” The ex- 

URSELVES 


(Joncern ror THERS 
WHICH MARKS US? 














ample set us by the foot-washing was 
an example of loving concern shown 
in lowly service. The command was 
that we love one another as Christ has 
loved us. 

Do we count ourselves Christians? 
disciples of Christ? people who learn 
of Him and follow Him? Then let us 
ask if we are lovingly concerned for 
others? Do we love others enough to 
be kind, thoughtful, and ready to help 
as best we can in any need, small or 
great? Are we selfish or self-forgetful? 
Wrapped up in ourselves or thinking 
of others? 

Behind little acts of courtesy and all 
polite manners lies this law of love. 
Politeness is just a part of loving one 
another. So is helpfulness in the home, 
giving a hand to lighten the load for 
Mother, Dad, sister, or brother. All 
this is part of following the Lord Jesus, 
following His example, keeping His new 
command that calls us to love each 
other as He has loved us. His love for 
us brought Him “out of the ivory pal- 
aces, into a world of woe,” and love 
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FOR THE FIRST TIME 


The Pilgrim Bible 
with Concordance 


Plus Dictionary of Scripture Proper 
Names, Subject Index. All notes, helps, 
etc. appear on the same page as the 
verse to which they refer. 


123x French Mo- 
rocco, half circuit, 
simulated leather 
lining, round 
corners, red under 
gold edges. 5% x 
T¥% x 1544” thick. 
$17.00 
At your bookseller 


OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 








PEWS. PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 





DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 
FELLOWSHIP HOUSE 


Christian environment, good neighborhood, lovel 
clean rooms, 8 blocks to oo Johnson’s. 4726 
eee Avenue North, St. Petersburg 13, Florida 
Phone 706233. 
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VISIT YOUR 
CHRISTIAN 

BOOKSELLER 
FOR 


INSPIRATIONAL 


BOOKS 


FOR EASTER 
READING AND 
GIVING... 















books to enrich your spiritual life 
. .. as you contemplate the Last 
Words and the glorious message of 
the risen Christ . . . rich, stimu- 
lating books on meditation and 
prayer. 

Visit your local Christian book- 
store . . . browse around — see 
what’s new. You’re always wel- 
come where you see this emblem 
displayed. — 

"If you don’t know of 
a Christian bookstore near 
you, write... 











CHRISTIAN BOOKSELLERS ASSOCIATION INC 


5609 West Chicago Avenue, Chicago 51, Ill 
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like His will take us out of a life cen- 
tered in self to one of concern, sym- 
pathy, and service to others. 


Ocean Park, B. C., Can. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department = had tne. request from 
— Times, 


of the lessons elphia 6 the year 1961 
miy be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
ozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Marred by Censoriousness—-A new 
commandment I give unto you, That ye 
love one another; as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one another (John 13: 
34, Golden Text). There is no language 
like that of love. I well remember the 
last time I was in Africa of taking a 
new missionary with a radiant face and 
a loving heart on an introductory tour 
among the pagan and Moslem peoples. 
As one dear old Moslem woman looked 
into the strange but radiant face, 
quickly recognizing her spirit of love, 
she threw her arms about her in a wel- 
coming embrace. Sometimes those who 
love the Lord with all their hearts per- 
mit a spirit of censoriousness to mar 
their witness. As a young girl in 
Houghton, I spent most of my student 
years in the home of Mrs. Mary DePew. 
Our love was mutual. I never knew 
one to be more zealous in the Lord’s 
service. It was in her home on a Sat- 
urday afternoon (November 6, 1886) 
that the Lord Jesus came into my heart, 
making me a new creature. She was 
never too occupied with household du- 
ties to stop and pray with and for a 
hungry heart. But Satan was busy 
also and a censorious spirit entered in. 
This dear sister had one of the new 
teachers brought before the Cannec- 
tional Board for curling her hair only 
to find that her hair was naturally curly 
and that she had never curled it. After 
graduation, I had occasion to pass 
through Houghton and naturally called 
on my old friend and house mother 
whom I found on her deathbed with 
cancer. She called me to her bedside 
saying, “Mary, since I have been here 
the Lord has been showing me how 
harsh I have been. If ever I have hurt 
you in any way I want you to forgive 
me.” Though I held no grievances I 
did thank God for that day and do still, 
for it causes me afresh to sense the 
value of God’s love and the tenderness 
and care He would have us each possess 
in our attitudes one toward another. 


| —From Wesleyan Methodist. Sent by 


Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


India’s Feet—Know ye what I have 
done to you? (John 13:12.) A Brahman 
while visiting a missionary saw on the 
wall of his home a picture of Christ 
washing the disciples’ feet. After 
studying the scene for awhile, he turned 
to the missionary and said, “You Chris- 








have never seen any of you washing 
people’s feet.” Then with measured 
words the missionary replied, “But that 
is just what we are doing here in India 
all the time! According to your sacred. 
books the Brahmans sprang from the 
head of your god, Brahm; the soldier 
caste, from his shoulders; the merchant 
caste, from his loins; and the low caste, 
from his feet. We are daily washing 
India’s feet. Some day, when you see 
the low caste and the outcaste clean, 
educated, and holy, you and all India 
will say to Christ, like the Apostle 
Peter, ‘Lord, not my feet only, but also 
my hands and my head.’”—From The 
Missionary Standard. Sent by Kay 
Stadtler, Vancouver, B. C., Can. 


Unfrocked Forever.—If I then... 
have washed your feet; ye also ought 
to wash one another’s feet (John 13: 
14). Does not the Lord mean that as 
He was later going to wash Peter’s 
feet, so we ought to do to our brethren 
who have slipped? Do we restore such 
a one in the spirit of meekness, con- 
sidering lest we ourselves also may be 
tempted? We once heard of a minister 
who slipped into sin, and who finally 
went to a gathering of his brother min- 
isters and confessed it. Nobody but 
the minister, the other party involved, 
and God had known of the sin until 
then. His brethren unfrocked him for- 
ever. We do not believe they knew 
anything about what the Lord meant 
when He said they ought to wash one 
another’s feet.—From Howard A. Banks 
in Christ Life. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Blue Springs, Nebr. Prize illustration. 


Wanted: Window Washers.—For I 
have given you an example, that ye 
should do as I have done to you (John 
13:15). A neat, rather prepossessing 
young man applied to John Wanamaker 
for a job a number of years ago, in 
Philadelphia, and when told that there 
was no job for him, said, “I am willing 
to do anything.” Thinking to get rid of 
him, Mr. Wanamaker said, “The only 
job I have is a job of washing windows.” 
“I will take it,” said the young man. 
He washed those windows as they never 
had been washed. In time he became 
the manager of the great store. When 
this manager died, after twenty-five 
years of splendid service, Mr. Wana- 
maker said, “I am willing to pay as high 
as one hundred thousand dollars a year 
for a manager who can fill the place 
of the one I have lost.” What the Sun- 
day school needs is men and women 
who are willing to wash religious edu- 
cational windows—From Adult Bible 
Teacher. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, 
Otego, N. Y. 


Honoring by Serving.—The servant is 
not greater than his lord .. . If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them (John 13:16, 17). Lord Shaftes- 
bury ... saw Christ where nobody else 
discovered Him .. . in criminals, or- 
phans, cripples, paupers, lunatics, and 
chimney sweeps. He spent all his time, 
his fortune, and his energy on them, 
‘because he felt that, inasmuch as he 
did it unto them, he did it unto Him. 
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Thus I find him at dead of night in a 
thieves’ kitchen. Look at him! He is 
surrounded by hundreds of the most 
desperate criminals in London. They 
listen respectfully as he urges them to 
abandon their lawless lives. “But how,” 
one burglar wants to know, “how are 
we to live if we give it up?” Lord 
Shaftesbury urges them to pray for 
guidance. “But, my lord,” one man re- 
plies, “prayer is very good, but prayer 
won’t fill an empty stomach!” The ob- 
jector evidently mistook Lord Shaftes- 
bury for a mere dreamer of dreams. 
He did not know his man. Lord Shaft- 
esbury took the names of those who 
sincerely desired to live honestly, and 
within a few months he had settled 
hundreds of them on Canadian farms 
or introduced them to honorable and 
remunerative avocations at home... . 
When many years later, Mr. Gladstone 
was asked to draft an inscription for a 
monument to Lord Shaftesbury, he said 
of him that “he devoted the influence 
of his station, the strong sympathies 
of his heart, and the great powers of 
his mind to honoring God by serving 
his fellow men.”—From “A Casket of 
Cameos,” by F. W. Boreham. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Judged by His Own Words.—If ye 
know these things, happy are ye if ye 
do them (John 13:17). A sign painter 
in America, was in police court on a 
charge of smoking in bed. The fire de- 
partment charged that his smoking 
started a blaze in a hotel room. Asked 
if he knew it was against the law to 
smoke in bed, he replied: “I'll say I do. 
I painted fifty signs saying it was 
against the law. I painted them for use 
in hotel rooms.” He was fined $25— 
condemned by his own words. The 
Lord Jesus stated a principle of judg- 
ment in Matthew 12:37: “For by thy 
words thou shalt be justified, and by 
thy words thou shalt be condemned.” 
Multitudes of people know it is wrong 
to doubt and disbelieve the Word of 
God regarding the way of salvation, 
but they go right on—From Now. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


The Evidence of Love.—By this shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one to another (John 
13:35). In 1958, Jose Mario Rico, Jesuit- 
trained priest and founder of two 
Catholic student organizations, was in- 
vited to Chile and Bolivia to combat 
evangelical Christianity. In order to do 
this effectively, he began to read the 
Bible, and the Holy Spirit used that, 
especially the Book of Hebrews, to con- 
vince him he was wrong, and he went 
to a missionary for help. The mission- 
ary was strong in the Word of God, and 
prayed fervently for and with Rico, 
which greatly moved him, for he had 
never seen even a Bishop talk diréctly 
to God. His conversion and leaving 
the priesthood was a terrific blow to 
the Catholics, and finally a Spanish pro- 
fessor in the LaSalle order, Benedicto 
Alonso, who had now gone into busi- 
hess, was sent to reconvert Jose Rico. 
His wife warned him as he left: “Be 
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Mission to Canade 


February — June, 1961 





COMMISSIONING SERVICE 


METROPOLITAN UNITED CHURCH 
TORONTO 


7:45 TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1961 


The Primate of The Anglican Church 
The Moderator of The United Church 
The Moderator of The Presbyterian Church 
The President of The Baptist Federation 
Commissioner W. Wycliffe Booth 
and other Church Leaders 


Soloist: Frank Boggs 
Toronto Bible College Chorale 


THE NORTH TORONTO BAND OF THE SALVATION ARMY 


Missioners include: 

Frank Boggs (Soloist) Rev. Arthur Rose 
Rev. A. LeDrew Gardner Rev. Lex Smith (Organist) 
Tom Rees (Leader) Rev. C. Alan Stephens 
Rev. Maurice A. P. Wood 





FEBRUARY—MARCH ITINERARY 


FEBRUARY ' 
CORNER BROOK, Newfoundland. Wednesday 22nd 
Captain Leslie Rowsell, 74 Reid St., Corner Brook 


GRAND FALLS, Newfoundland. Thursday 23rd 
Rev. C. Hobbs, Bishop’s Falls 
HARBOUR GRACE, Newfoundland. Friday 24th 


ST. JOHN'S, Newfoundland. Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th 
Rev. S. J. Davies, St. Thomas’ Rectory, King’s Bridge Road, St. John’s 


TORONTO, Ontario. Tuesday 28th—Commissioning Service 


DARTMOUTH, Nova Scotia. Sunday 5th 
Rev. J. W. Scott, 58 Hastings Drive, Dartmouth 


TRURO, Nova Scotia. Tuesday 7th 
Rev. Stanley G. MacQueen, 147 Queen St., Truro 


WOLFVILLE, Nova Scotia. Wednesday 8th 
Rev. J. D. Archibald, 4 Seaview Ave., Wolfville 


YARMOUTH, Nova Scotia. Thursday 9th 

Rev. A. E. Todd, Arcadia, Yarmouth Co. 
BRIDGEWATER, Nova Scotia. Friday 10th 

Rev. R. H. Noble, United Baptist Church, Bridgewater 


Details of itinerary will be published regularly in these columns, 
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careful that you don’t become a Prot- 
estant; if you do, I will leave you.” In 
spite of his intentions and his wife’s 
warning, the testimony and change in 
the life of Rico moved him deeply, and 
he himself was led to Christ. Return- 
ing home, he showed his wife in their 
Catholic Bible what God had to say 


men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one to another.’” He says 
that more than any other one thing he 
was influenced by the evidence of love 
among the Evangelical brethren—Con- 
densed from Joseph S. McCullough in 
THE Sunpay ScHoot Trues. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 





about making and worshiping images; 
then took her to see some missionaries ye 
of the Bolivian Indian Mission, and to 
his great joy she also was converted. 
They are both preparing for service in 
the Lord’s vineyard in Latin America. 
He says, “I saw before my eyes in 
actuality John 13:35, ‘By this shall all 


Don’t let Satan make you think you 
are so good that you don’t need the 
grace of God. We are a bad lot, all of 
us, with nothing to pay.—D. L. Moody. 
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My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IRST thing this morning let us hear 
the verses you chose in John 13 


(vv. 1, 17, 35). Those are all good 
verses. 

The land of Palestine was dusty much 
of the year, so both men and women 
wore sandals. When they were invited 
somewhere, the host always had a serv- 
ant wash their feet. Bearing this in 
mind, let us read together John 13:1- 
10. The Lord and His disciples ate the 
Passover in a large upper room where 
there was no host, and no servant to 
wash their feet. None of the disciples 
wanted to be servant to the rest. Each 
man may have thought, “There’s no 
reason why I should do it.” 

Then the Lord of Glory stooped to 
wash the feet of the beings He had 
created! How ashamed each must have 
felt when He took the place of servant. 
The first verse of this chapter makes it 
plain that Jesus did this because of His 
unchanging love for them. Peter knew 
enough of the Master’s greatness to feel 
this unsuitable. So he said, “Thou shalt 
never wash my feet.” But when Jesus 
said, “If I wash thee not, thou hast no 
part with me,” Peter changed his mind 
immediately. If refusing to let Jesus 
wash his feet meant that he would be 
separated from Him, he wanted a com- 
plete bath. Peter truly loved the Lord, 
and wanted to be altogether His. 

Then Jesus showed him that those 
whom He had cleansed once did not 
have to be saved again. Their souls | 
were cleansed by the blood of Christ t 
once for all (Heb. 10:10-14). But the f 
feet of the Christians need to be washed 
frequently as they walk through this 
world. This is done “with the washing 
of water by the word.” (Eph. 5:26). 
In washing His disciples’ feet, Jesus 
showed them this, as well as that they 
should love one another enough to be 
willing to do anything to help one an- 
other. 

Now let us read verses 11-17. In 
verse 13 Jesus says that He is our Mas- 
ter and Lord. That means that we owe 
Him both obedience and loyalty. There 
are three reasons for this: (1) He cre- 
ated us, so has a right to our service. 
(2) He keeps us alive, and gives us the 
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health and strength we have, (3) At 
infinite cost to Himself, He redeemed us \ 
from the power of Satan. Since He who to 
was equal with God stooped to wash at 
His disciples’ feet, we should never feel ta 
ourselves above performing any hum- th 
ble service needed by another. The ab 
happiest Christians are those who are J 
willing to inconvenience themselves in sel 
order to help others. | 
Read verses 34, 35. If we love others ab 
as our Lord loves us, we will find ways (CL 


of helping them. Verse 35 teaches us 
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that “love in action” is a mark of the 
Christian. 

Not long ago I read a trae story 
about a dog who showed great love for 
an unkind master. This dog was getting 
old, and the man did not want to feed 
him, now that he was no longer useful. 
He decided to drown the animal. He 
fastened a weight to the dog’s leg, 
rowed out into the lake, and pushed 
him overboard. The rope holding the 
weight broke, and the dog swam to the 
boat and tried to get in. His heartless 
master pushed him off with an oar, but 
in a moment the dog tried again to get 
into the boat. His owner, now angry, 
stood up in the boat intending to hit 
the dog so hard with the oar that he 
would sink. Instead, the man lost his 
balance, and fell himself into the water. 
He could not swim. It seemed that he 
would be drowned instead of the dog. 
But immediately the old dog swam to 
him and managed with all his strength 
to pull the man back to the boat! The 
dog saved the life of the man who was 
trying to drown him. Only a dog, but 
what an example to us! Sometimes our 
love for another Christian wears thin, 
if he perhaps said something unkind to 
us or about us. But this dog saved the 
life of the man who was trying to kill 
him. Think how great the love of God 
must be, that he has put so much love 
even into an animal! 

I also read of a converted heathen 
who showed love like the Lord com- 
mands in this chapter. The missionary 
who had led him to Christ was in the 
hospital going to have a major oper- 
ation. The native Christian said to him 
just before the operation, “I'll stay right 
here in the hall, so if you need more 
blood, bones or skin, the doctor can use 
mine!” This man had learned some- 
thing about loving as Christ loved us. 
Have we? 

As you read John 14 this week, count 
the number of times you find some 
form of the word “love.” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


“Love One Another” 

(John 13:3-5, 12-17) 
ITH sticky tape fasten a cutout 
picture of the Lord Jesus near the 
top center of the blackboard. Below 
at a little distance from each other at- 
tach cutouts of two children. Why did 
the disciple John write all the stories 
about the Lord Jesus for you to read? 
(John 20:31.) What did the Lord Him- 
self say about “believe”? (John 3:16; 
6:35; 11:25, 26.) What do you believe 
about Him? Do you believe in Him? 
(Draw a line connecting each cutout 
child with the Saviour, and on each 
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line write the word “believe,” review- 
ing how the particular child receives 
forgiveness, happiness, eternal life 
when he believes.) I hope each child 
in our class has this line connecting him 
with the Saviour. 

Now that the “believe” lines connect 
these children to the Saviour, there is 
a new line connecting the children— 
and all others who believe. (With a 
different color of chalk draw a line 
between the cutout children.) What 
do you think is the name of this line? 
Love! (Write it.) Most of us love our- 
selves; we want to have our own way, 
do what we want. (Draw a circle 
around a child.) But what did the Lord 
tell the Greeks and His disciples about 
that in the last Golden Text? They 
would lose out in the next world! So 
let us erase this circle of love for him- 
self. Why, he is likely to have tantrums 
and have an unhappy time right in 
this world! 

After the Lord had taught His dis- 
ciples about making the “believe” line 
between Himself and them, He taught 
them how to make the “love” line be- 
tween themselves. Would you like to 
listen in on that lesson so you can get 
your lines right? 

You know how boys and girls—and 
grownup, too—fuss about having to do 
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in extended Bible school work. 
Condensed, yet comprehensive, 
there is nothing better for a be- 
ginner is et — study.”’ 
 Lensendde, Pa. Please send me: 
“The Adult Bible Study Pro- 
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my own Christian growth and of 
inestimable value to me as a 
teacher. I thank the Lord for it.”’ 
—G. O.. Detroit, Mich. 
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the dishes in our families. In the Lord 
“ * Jesus’ time there were not many dishes. 
- TE ad Ap nalbe sg Usually they all ate out of the same 
a 19 dish, dipping pieces of bread in the 
tion. Get one! broth and scooping up bits of meat or 
BILLY GRAHAM || vegetables. They passed one cup 
around and all drank from it. There 
were no spoons and forks and knives 
at every place, so there was no silver to 
wash. No, the dishwashing was not 
such a hard job! But there was an- 
other dirty job in that land that no one 
liked to do. You see, the streets were 
very dirty and dusty. People wore 
only sandals or went barefoot, and the 
feet got covered with dirt. At meal- 
time, instead of sitting on chairs as we 
Order from your Bookseller do, they lay on mats or cushion- 
ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE covered couches around the table. 
Grand Rapids 6, Michigan Imagine putting dirty feet on clean cush- 
ions! No, indeed; feet needed washing 
as much as hands in those days! But 
each one did not wash his own feet. 
A slave did it, if there was a slave, or 


SUPP OSE GOD WANTS the youngest and least important per- 


His people to pray for a Heaven-sent son present. Nobody did it the eve- 
revival among Negro believers in ning the Lord Jesus and His twelve 
Christ. A small revival spirit is burn- friends met for their last meal together. 
ing now omens the students here. Let Nobody, that is, until—(begin reading 
us express to them your promise of John 13:3-5). Peter—and no doubt the 
— and your good will, (Also, a others—was very much ashamed to 
ible Institute worker with executive think he had not volunteered to do it 
ability is needed.) that night, and not left it for the Lord 
Jesus. Imagine having the Son of God 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. wash your dirty feet! Listen again 
Box 11,003, Station A, Atlanta, Georgia (read vv. 12-17). 
Talmage Payne, Director “Happy,” did He say? “Happy are 
ye if ye do them”! Can you imagine 
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being happy doing dishes for your fam- 
ily? You see, the Lord Jesus was 
happy to do that dirty job for His 
friends because He loved them. If we 
really love others, we do not mind so 
much doing something hard or disagree- 
able for them. 

“A new commandment I give unto 
you, That ye love one another; as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one 
another” (John 13:34, Golden Text, in- 
cludes also the Memory Verse. Draw 
lines from the Saviour to the cutout 
children with the same color as the 
“love” line between them, and empha- 
size the expression of His love by His 
enduring the awful death on the cross 
for sin.) 


Orono, MAINE. 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 138) 

1. “Unto the end” (John 13:1). 

2. That he should betray Jesus. 

3. A slave’s role. 

4. It makes us “clean every whit” 
(13:10). 

5. We can have no part with Him. 

6. By “the washing of water by the 
word” (Eph. 5:26). 

7. As Master and Lord. 


8. Happy. 
9. Love one another. 
10. That we are Christ’s disciples. 


NortH Patm BEAcH, FLa. 


God Values Our Faith 
(Continued from page 131) 


sure of them than if they had actually 
been seen. We can stand in the observ- 
atory of an astronomer and see mul- 
titudes of stars. But the astronomer, 
lying back under his huge telescope, tells 
us of millions more that he alone can 
see. We believe him in faith. God, 
from the vantage point of eternity and 
omniscience, tells us of things which 
“eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,” and 
we believe Him. That is faith. Colum- 
bus was convinced that there was an- 
other world even though he had never 
seen it nor had a report on it from 
someone who had been there. He was 
prepared to endure all sorts of hard- 
ships, so strong was his conviction. We 
Christians should not be behind the 
great explorer in our belief in what we 
have not seen yet. 

Faith responds to “things hoped for” 
with assurance. We believe in their 
substantial nature. Faith believes the 
“things hoped for” to be real facts, 
though we cannot verify them by any 
of the five senses. This is assurance in 
the teeth of visible things that seem to 
contradict. Dr. Moulton has pointed 
out that the word for “assurance” has 
been found in the papyri where its 
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meaning is clearly “title deeds.” It is 
“the whole body of documents bearing 
on the ownership of a person’s property 
deposited in the archives and forming 
the evidence of ownership” (Moulton 
& Milligan). I buy a house in a distant 
city through an agent. I tell a friend 
that I have a beautiful house. “But,” 
he says, “you have not seen it. You do 
not even know that it is there.” I say: 
“Oh, yes, I do. It is true that I have 
not seen it, but it is mine for I have 
the title deeds in my hand.” It is the 
guarantee of future possession. So we 
wait for the completion of our salvation 
with joy and full confidence. 


Faith responds to things not seen 
with conviction. “Faith tries them, tests 
them, brings conviction to their being” 
(Westcott). As God had revealed it, 
Noah had a sure and certain conviction 
that there would be a flood even though 
he had not seen one drop of rain. The 
world around us appears to be very 
real. In fact there seems nothing that 
is quite so tangible. But by faith we 
are convinced of the reality of the un- 
seen world. 


A delightful incident in the life of 
Elisha shows the value of faith in the 
unseen. He and his servant were sur- 
rounded by the hosts of Syria. The 
servant saw no possible way of escape. 
In fear he cried: “Alas, my master! 
how shall we do?” Elisha was calm, 
for his faith was strong. “And he an- 
swered, Fear not: for they that be with 
us are more than they that be with 
them. And Elisha prayed, and said, 
Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that 
he may see. And the Lord opened the 
eyes of the young man; and he saw: 
and, behold, the mountain was full of 
horses and chariots of fire round about 
Elisha” (2 Kings 6:15-17). They were 
there all the time. To Elisha’s faith 
these hosts were at least as real as they 
were to the servant’s sight. 


“Faith has thus a power of realization, 
by which the invisible becomes visible, 
and the future becomes present. While 
hope is the confident anticipation of a 
future regarded as future, faith appro- 
priates the future as an experience of the 
present” (A. S. Peake). In a Sunday 
school class a question was asked which 
a little boy promptly and correctly an- 
swered. The speaker said, “If the little 
boy will come to me at the end of the 
class and give me his name and address, 
when I get back to London I will send 
him a book from my headquarters.” 
The little boy did so, and then, running 
home, he exclaimed, “Mother, I’ve got a 
book.” She asked: “Where is it?” and 
he replied: “I haven’t got it.” He had 
the book, and yet it was not in his hand. 
He had it on the word of the one 
whose promise he did not doubt. As 
he himself had fulfilled the conditions, 
so he knew he would have it. We put 
— fullest confidence in what we hope 
‘or. 


This principle of faith in God . is 
nothing new. For by faith “the elders 
obtained a good report.” As we read 
through this chapter we see what faith 
Meant to these men. “We see the inner 
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history of the world as it is read by 
the mind of the Spirit” (Whitham), and 
it is a history of faith. Witness was 
borne to Enoch that he “walked with 
God” (Gen. 5:24); to Abraham that he 
was “the Friend of God” (Jas. 2:23); 
and to David that he was a man after 
God’s “own heart” (1 Sam. 13:14). The 
elders needed but to know what God 
had said and their main difficulty was 
over. Then their conduct was ruled 
by a faith in that word. Their. hopes 
existed and were shaped by the Word 
of God. 

We have another example in Hebrews 
11 of faith as a conviction in things we 
do not see. “Through faith we under- 
stand that the worlds were framed by 
the word of God, so that things which 
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are seen were not made of things 
which do appear.” The world here is 
“the visible world existing in time, the 
temporary manifestation of the unseen” 
(Marcus Dods). Matter is not eternal 
(that quality is true of God alone) and 
the world we see came into being by 
ways that are invisible. Here, at least, 
faith is essential. We are not able to 
reason this out and demonstrate that 
the worlds were made in this way. 
God has told us in His Word that He 
did it, and faith accepts it. 

Will this faith avail us today? The 
answer is given by considering who it 
is in whom we have faith. He is the 
God who is unchangeable, and He is 
the God who has never failed anyone 
yet. He is the God who loved us 
enough to send His only and beloved 
Son here to die for us. He is the God 
whose power and sovereignty can bring 
into being whatever His love requires. 

A little child came with her mother 
to the curbstone of a thronged and 
crowded thoroughfare in a great city. 
She had been clinging to her mother’s 
skirts. But when she saw the rush of 
trucks and autos, and heard the roar 
and grinding of their wheels, her little 
heart failed her at the thought of cross- 
ing to the other side. With an instinc- 
tive confidence her hand stole up and 
touched her mother’s. The larger, 
stronger hand clasped: the little, feeble, 
appealing fingers, and held them in a 
secure and tenacious grasp. The shadow 
of fear upon the child’s face vanished, 
and she stepped out with her mother 
in a quiet confidence. So we trust in 
God with joy and full confidence. 

That is what we mean by faith in 
God. It is an assurance of a strength 
and a help; a conviction of a love»and 
a care. Whether now or in the future 
God has all we need and He can be 
relied on to give it. 


w 


On Drifting With the Tide 
(Continued from page 131) 


“Don’t think, just look; don’t speak, just 
listen; don’t exert yourself, just feel, en- 
joy, succumb.” What does God say to 
us in His Word? “Strive to enter in” 
(Luke 13:24). “Stir up the gift of God, 
which is in thee” (2 Tim. 1:6). “Giving 
all diligence, add to your faith virtue; 
and to virtue knowledge” (2 Pet. 1:5). 
“Put on the whole armour of God” (Eph. 
6:11). “Resist the devil” (Jas. 4:7). 
“Run with patience the race that is set 
before” you (Heb. 12:2). “Take... 
the ‘sword of the Spirit” (Eph. 6:17). 
We “have not yet resisted unto blood, 
striving against sin” (Heb. 12:4). “En- 
dure hardness” (2 Tim. 2:3). “Be strong 
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus” 
(2 Tim. 2:1), “Study to shew thyself 
approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed” (2 Tim. 
2:15). “Work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling, for it is God 
which worketh in you both to will and 
to do of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12, 
13). 


146 (18) 


Books for Enrichment of Soul 
(Continued from page 134) 


lical archaeology, New Testament in- 
troduction, anthropology, etc., I would 
necessarily include the more recent im- 
portant titles. 

Above all, any value in an article 
such as this will be not in your know- 
ing such books exist, nor even in add- 
ing them to your own library, but in 
beginning at once to read, ponder, and 
assimilate the treasures for mind and 
heart that are here waiting to enrich 
those who will tarry to make their ac- 
quaintance. Thus do we store up treas- 
ures in our heart, that we may bring 
forth things new and old. 


PASADENA, CALIF. 





Books Mentioned in 

Dr. Smith's Article 

The Walk, Conversation and Char- 
acter of Jesus Christ Our Lord, 
by Alexander Whyte. Zonder- 
van Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich. Out of print, but cop- 
ies may be available from 
secondhand bookstores. 

Whyte’s Bible Characters, by Alex- 


ander Whyte. (2 vols.) Zon- 
dervan. 
William Carey, by S. Pearce 


Carey. Hodder & Stoughton, 
Warwick Square, London, E.C.4, 
England. 

The Land and the Book, by Wil- 
liam Thomson. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 
Originally published by Harper 
& Bros. Out of print. 

The New Bible Commentary. 
Francis Davidson, Editor. Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich. 

The First Epistle of John Ex- 
panded in a Series of Lectures, 
by Robert S. Candlish. Zonder- 
van. : 

The Training of the Twelve, by A. 
B. Bruce. Harper & Bros., New 
York 16. Out of print. 

The Suffering Saviour, by F. W. 
Krummacher. Moody Press, 
Chicago 10, Il. 

The People’s Bible, by Joseph 
Parker. Funk & Wagnalls Co., 
New York 10. Out of print. 

The Crises of the Christ, by G. 
Campbell Morgan. Fleming H. 
Revell Co., Westwood, N. J. 

City of God, by Augustine. 
(2 vols.) E. P. Dutton Co., New 
York 10. (The Roman Catholics 
have a paperback edition pub- 
lished by Doubleday & Co., 
Garden City, N. Y.) 











New Books 
(Continued from page 136) 


rary fourth-grade vocabulary. Parents 
and Sunday school teachers who know 
that a child must comprehend the plain 
meaning of a Bible story before he 
can apprehend the spiritual truth it 
conveys will welcome this book. It 





will free the teacher from extensive © 
word explanations and allow more time ~ 
for presenting God’s own lessons. Ad- — 
ditional advantages are the large, clear, 


textbook type, the arrangement in 
paragraphs without loss of verse num- 
bering, and a glossary explaining theo- 
logical and difficult words, such as 
“redemption,” “blaspheme,” “heresy,” 
“myrrh,” “purge,” “tithe.” Besides all 
this, there are one hundred well-illus- 
trated stories from the Gospels, the 
Acts, the Revelation and even from the 
Epistles. These stories, for smaller chil- 
dren from 4-8 years of age, are distinct 
from the text but have been inserted on 
separate pages adjacent to the passage 
on which each story is closely based. 
For its appeal and usefulness, this book 
extends beyond those who can read by 
themselves, to all little ones who can 
“hear with understanding.” 


An Ideal Travel Vacation 
(Continued from page 130) 


cific’s S. S. Princess Louise through the 
waters of the Inland Passage always 
thrills and delights the traveler, sur- 
passing the imagination for majestic 
scenery. To see this portion of the 
Union’s forty-ninth state is an edu- 
cational experience and a historical va- 
cation that will never be forgotten. 
Alaska is in the Land of the Midnight 
Sun, and even in this southern portion 
of it the effects of the long day will be 
noticed. In the Inland Waterway 
tourists will see great glaciers, endless 
forests, glistening snow-capped moun- 
tains, lovely peaceful canyons sheltered 
from the sea—a land of charming con- 
trasts. More than a thousand miles 
will be covered along the rugged Brit- 
ish Columbia and Alaska coasts. 

This excellent tour for the readers of 
The Sunday School Times and their 
friends also includes visits to Portland, 
Oregon; Seattle, Washington; Victoria 
and Vancouver, British Columbia; Lake 
Louise, Emerald Lake and Banff, in the 
Canadian Rockies, in addition to 
Avaskan ports of call. There will be 
overnight stays at the Olympic Hotel 
in Seattle, the Empress Hotel in Vic- 
toria, the Chateau at Lake Louise, and 
th2 Banff Springs Hotel. 

If you are interested, send a post 
card to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. He 
will send to you an attractive illustrated 
folder which will give all details, in- 
cluding costs. Mr. Jaeger is a director 
of The Sunday School Times Company. 
He and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the 
tour throughout. 








Comfort for Dark Days 








“Confess, your faults one to an- 
other, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed. The effec- 
tual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much” (Jas. 5:16). 
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Family Worship, daily Bible readings and 
notes prepared by e Scripture Union, 
2136 Darby Road, Havertown, Pa. 


Mon., March 6. Luke 20:9-18. 


The vineyard represented the Jewish 
people, for whom God had done so 
much. The man to whom the vineyard 
belonged was God. The husbandmen 
were the religious leaders of Israel. The 
servants who were so ill-treated were 
the prophets, while the owner’s son was 
God’s Son, Jesus the Christ. As our 
Lord told this story, the religious leaders 
saw that Jesus knew all about their 
plans to kill Him. The parable should 
have broken their hearts in repentance 
but it did nothing of the kind. It made 
their fingers itch to get hold of Him in- 
stead. We sometimes resemble those 
Jewish leaders. God speaks to us in 
such a direct way—through our parents 
or friends, through a sermon or an ad- 
dress, through the Bible or prayer, 
perhaps through the events of daily 
life. But, instead of putting things right, 
we grow angry and rebellious. Ask 
God today to give you a tender heart 
which will never fail to respond to the 
pleadings of His voice. 


Tues., March 7. Luke 20:19-26. 


Coins quite often bear the likeness of 
the monarch to whom they belong. 
They can be spent or saved; they can 
get damaged and disfigured; they can 
even get lost. Your life is like a coin. 
It belongs to the King of kings, the 
Lord Jesus. You have your life as a 
trust from Him. You were made in 
His image in the first place (Gen. 1:27) 
and you ought to be like Him. Your 
life can be spent in His service; it 
can be saved and invested for Him. It 
can also be lost and His image in you can 
become blurred, can’t it? Jesus said, 
“Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, 
and give to God what belongs to God.” 
If your life really belongs to God, you 
know what to do with it, don’t you? 


Wed., March 8. Luke 20:45 to 21:4. 

A clergyman was visiting a wealthy 
but rather stingy member of his. con- 
gregation. “While you are here, Vicar,” 
she said, “I will give you my widow’s 
mite.” “Oh dear, no,” said the Vicar, “I 
should not like to take all that.” The 
widow gave all the living she had. Are 
you really prepared to do the same? 
A mite was worth half a farthing (Mark 
12:42), but Jesus said that the widow’s 
gift of one farthing was more valuable 
than any other gift put into the treasury 
that day. (1) It was a sacrifice. It 
cost the woman everything she had. 
(2) It was an expression of her love to 
God. (3) It was deliberate and thought- 
ful. She planned to give like that. 
Gifts of that kind are highly valuable in 
God’s sight. Have you ever thought 
about what you give to God? 


Luke 22:1-6. 
The High Priests’ duty was to lead 
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the people to God; but they fell. In- 
stead of leading the people, they 
feared the people (v. 2). The scribes 
spent their lives reading and copying 
the books of the Bible; but they fell. 
Instead of obeying the Bible, they dis- 
obeyed it and planned to murder the 
Son of God. Judas Iscariot was called 
to follow Christ; but he fell. Instead of 
following our Lord, he went his own 
way (v. 4). Instead of Christ in his 
heart, he allowed Satan to enter it (v. 
3). If people in such high and priv- 
ileged positions can fall, isn’t it with 
good reason that Paul wrote as he did, 
“Let him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12)? 
Jealousy, fear, Satan, and the love of 
money defeated these men, and we need 
to be aware of the same four foes. 


Fri., March 10. Luke 22:7-13. 


As a Jew our Lord observed the Pass- 
over, a feast held annually on Nisan 
14th to commemorate Israel’s deliver- 
ance from Egypt many years previously. 
A lamb was slain and eaten with bitter 
herbs and unleavened bread. Unleav- 
ened bread was made without yeast 
and would be eaten daily until Nisan 
21st. It reminded the Jews of the hurry 
in which their forefathers left Egypt. 
The herbs recall the bitterness of their 
bondage, while the lamb was the animal 
whose blood was sprinkled on their 
doorpost in Egypt to ensure their safety. 
The Passover was a meal of remem- 
brance, a service of thanksgiving, and 
a means of strength for their bodies 
and for their faith also. 


Sat., March 11. Exodus 1:7-14. 


Long before the events of the story 
we have just read, God had called 
Abraham to be the founder of a great 
nation. His grandson was Jacob, whose 
name was changed to Israel. The name 
Israel has the beautiful meaning of “a 
prince with God.” When he was an 
old man, he and his family moved from 
their own country into the land of 
Egypt, where one of his sons, Joseph, 
was already the governor. The Chil- 
dren of Israel grew to be a large and 
powerful nation. The king, or Pharaoh, 
of Egypt saw them as a danger to his 
own people. 

Had God forgotten His promise to 
Abraham? No, even the powerful Phar- 
aoh could not stop God’s plan. “The 
more they afflicted them, the more they 
multiplied and grew.” This book of 
Exodus is the thrilling story of how 
God delivered His people from Egypt. 
Today we think little of Pharaoh’s treas- 
ure cities; but we owe very much to 
the Children of Israel, the Jewish peo- 
ple, through whom God gave us the 
Bible and the Saviour. 


Sun., March 12. Exodus 2:1-10. 

It was by God’s wonderful mercy 
that Pharaoh’s own daughter found the 
baby Moses and at once wanted to 
adopt him. ‘Not only was his life spared 
but he received the best education in 
the land. God was preparing him to be 
a leader. 

Not everyone is to be a leader like 
Moses. But every child born into the 


7,000 SOLD FIRST YEAR! 


“A rare book...a new experience awaits 

readers in this thought provoking volume.” 
—Dr. A. Berkeley Mickelsen 

Wheaton College Graduate School 





by Rosert SHANK 


A discerning study of the popular doctrine 
of “eternal security” and the proof passages 
and arguments on which it rests, by a 
Baptist pastor whose exhaustive study of the 
Scriptures, undertaken to defend the doc- 
trine, led him instead to reject it. Scholarly, 
but pleasantly readable and deeply devo- 
tional. Nineteen chapters, each a sermon. 
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world has a part to play in God’s plan. 
God does His part in guiding and 
protecting; we do our part in seeking 
God’s will, and doing it. How impor- 
tant is the place of parents in bringing 
children to God! It is as if God says 
to every mother: “Take this child away, 
and nurse it for Me.” 





Daily Bible Readings 
To Accompany the Lesson 


Mon., Feb. 27—John 13:1-11 
Tues., Feb. 28—John 13:12-20 
Wed., Mar. 1—John 13:21-30 
Thurs., Mar. 2—John 13:31-35 
Fri., Mar. 3—1 John 3:11-18 
Sat., Mar. 4—John 13:36-38 
Sun., Mar. 5—1 John 2:7-1] 
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(Lesson for March 12) 
John 14 to 16 


A NEW CHILDREN’S SERIES— 


1. WHAT Dogs IT MEAN? 


7 WAS a quarter after nine one sunny 
September morning. In Miss MacDon- 
ald’s grade-five classroom, the children were 
just finishing their opening exercises. 
Every. morning in Miss MacDonald’s room, 
they began by singing the national anthem, 
and then sang a hymn. Then Miss MacDon- 
ald either read them a story from the Bible, 
or the class read a passage of Scripture to- 
gether. Usually they would talk about what 
they had read for a few minutes, and the 
children would ask and answer questions 










a about it. Finally they would all stand, bow 
_ 4 Meir heads and close their eyes, and say the 





OUR FATHER 


The Lord’s Prayer for Children 


By E. Margaret Clarkson 


Lord’s Prayer together. That was what 
they were doing now. 

‘For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever. Amen,’’ repeated 
the children, hurrying a little as they neared 
the end. Then they sat down. 

But this time, instead of saying, ‘‘Take 
out your spellers,’’ as she usually did, Miss 
MacDonald paused. 

‘‘How many of you know the meaning of 
the prayer you have just been saying?”’ 

The children looked at one another a little 
blankly. They had been repeating the Lord’s 

(Continued on next page) 
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Prayer for a Child 
By E. Margaret Clarkson 


RAYER is talking to my Father, 
Prayer is listening to His voice; 
Prayer is trusting in His promise; 
Prayer is making God my choice. 


Heavenly Father, I would bring Thee 
All the wrong I do each day; 

In the precious blood of Jesus 
Wash my sinfulness away. 


Then I bring Thee all my worries, 
All my fears and all my cares; 

Help me leave them in Thy keeping, 
Who my every burden shares. 


Let me hear Thy voice, O Father, 
As I seek Thee in Thy Word; 
Help me to believe Thy promise, 
And obey what I have heard. 


Thanks I bring Thee for the blessings 
Thou dost daily shower on me; 

But for Jesus Christ, supremely, 
I would praise and worship Thee. 


Teach me how to live to please Him, 
How to serve Him every day; 

Live, within me by Thy Spirit— 
Shine through all I do and say. 


Make me more and more like Jesus, 
Pure and holy, true and good; 

Help me live among my fellows 
As a faithful pilgrim should. 


Bless the many souls who wander, 
Knowing not the Saviour’s name; 

Help me tell His love and mercy, 
And His saving grace proclaim. 


Thou hast bid me pray and promised 
Thou wilt hear the prayer I make; 
Now accept my love and praises: 
This I ask for Jesus’ sake, 
Amen. 


ve 


Our Father 
(Continued from first page) 


Prayer every morning since they had 
been in kindergarten. They had never 
paid too much attention to it. It was 
just something you did in school every 
day. They had never thought very much 
about what it meant. 
Miss MacDonald smiled as she read 
the children’s thoughts in their faces. 
“How many realize that you really 
don’t know very much about the Lord’s 
Prayer, even though you have been say- 
ing it every day almost as far back as 
you can remember?” she inquired. 
Almost every hand in the room went 
up, slowly and rather thoughtfully. 
“Would you like to learn a little more 


about it?” asked Miss MacDonald. “After 


all, it was the Lord Jesus Himself who 
taught us to pray this prayer. We 
should know something of what it 
means when we say it.” 

The children nodded in agreement. 
Most of them felt quite surprised to 
discover that they really had very little 
idea what the prayer was all about. 
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“Very. well, then,” said Miss Mac- 
Donald. “Suppose we begin tomorrow 
morning. We'll make a little study of 
it, taking it bit by bit, and see if we 
can’t learn something of what it means, 
and if it has any real meaning for us. 
Now, spellers out, and let’s get going! 
We've talked long enough for today!” 

Our Father in Heaven, we thank Thee 
that Thou hast taught us to pray to Thee. 
We thank Thee that Thou art with us 
now, listening to our prayers, and wait- 
ing to bless us and to answer the prayers 
that we offer in Jesus’ name. Hear us 
now, and teach us truly to pray to Thee 
with all our hearts, not only with our 
lips. Forgive us our weakness and sin. 
Teach us the meaning of this prayer, 
for Jesus’ sake, Amen. 

(To be continued) 





This series of articles on “The Lord’s 
ei by E. Margaret Olarkson will be 
published in book form, in the summer of 
1961, by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Oo., 
Grand apids 38, Mich., and permission to 
serialize them has been granted to The Sunday 
School Times. 





The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 12 
Winsome Witnessing 
(John 1:14-51) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS week’s topic is a logical fol- 

low-up of last week’s. When one 
finds Christ as his personal Saviour, the 
first impulse of his heart is to tell some- 
one else about it, and to lead that one 
to Christ if he does not already know 
Him. We need to ask God to keep 
fresh in our hearts the joy and wonder 
of finding the Lord Jesus, and to keep 
us from losing or stifling the impulse to 
speak to others about Him. 


se 


. Witnessing for Christ is simply shar- 
ing our experience with others. We are 
not directed to convert or to save 
others. We are not told to persuade 


them to join our church, although we: 


can be helpful in directing new-born 
believers to places where they can be 
fed and helped in the Christian walk. 
The responsibility for converting others 
belongs to the Holy Spirit. The respon- 
sibility for saving them Christ has al- 
ready discharged. If we merely try to 
make church members, there will be 
many disappointments. Our job is to 
witness—to tell others Whom we have 
found and what He has done for us, 
and inviting them to trust and accept 
Christ. If we will keep this in mind, 
our personal work will be far more ef- 
(Continued on page 163) 
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A Hymn in a Police Station 


Can the old hymns reach the heart of “modern youth”? 
Some would have us believe they have lost their usefulness, 
but an Associated Press dispatch from Oklahoma City put 
the matter in a different light. A sixteen-year-old burglar 
was being questioned by officers in a police station, while 
in the next room a police quartet was rehearsing “Rock of 


Ages, Cleft for Me” for a church service. While they sang. 


the lines of the first verse the boy’s lips trembled. He 
listened to the familiar words about the water and the blood, 


_ the riven side of Christ, and the power of His blood to 


cleanse from the guilt and power of sin. When the men 
sang the last line the youth was in tears, and he sobbed out, 


“Tl tell you all about it.” It might have taken the police 
officers hours to extract a confession from that boy, but just 
one verse of that old hymn melted his heart and opened his 
lips. Perhaps it awakened memories of a faithful Sunday 
school teacher, or of his own mother rocking him to sleep 
with the dear old melody and the comforting words. This 
is a rebuke from an unexpected place to those who would 
delete such hymns from our books, and it is a reminder of 
Cowper’s lines, “Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood shall 
never lose its power.” Again, one thinks of a stanza in 
Fanny Crosby’s hymn, “Rescue the Perishing”: 
. Down in the human heart, 
Crushed by the tempter, 
Peelings lie buried that grace can restore; 
Touched by a loving heart, 


Wakened by kindness, 
Chords that were broken ¢ will vibrate once more. 





Increasing Perplexity 


In every realm of life today there is perplexity. It is 
evident in family life, in the Church, in the governments 
of towns, cities, counties, states, and countries; it compli- 
cates and slows down the work of home and foreign mis- 
sions and of other Christian organizations. Many Christian 
families have some wayward member, who is a grief to the 
others; in many there is someone seriously ill, with such 
a malady as cancer, tuberculosis, or multiple sclerosis, and 
the others do not know how best to care for him and how 
to find the money for the doctors and medicine. Most com- 
panies have the problem of how long to keep on old work- 
ers, and how to care for them when they must leave; some 
have been put clear out of business by new inventions and 
methods. Competition is sharp and executives wonder how 
to meet it. And what tremendous problems loom on the 
world’s horizon, like thunderheads on.a hot summer after- 


noon! Has it always been this way, or is perplexity increas- 
ing? Many of us who can look back forty or fifty years 
feel that it is. Is this, then, a reason for despair? No, for 
we are forewarned. When the disciples asked Christ, “Mas- 
ter, but when shall these things be?” part of His answer 
was, “. . . and upon the earth distress of nations, with 
perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring” (Luke 21:25). 
Though many believe that this prophecy applies only to the 
months preceding the Lord’s return to earth in glory, yet 
we are seeing many of these things today. The sea and the 
waves often in Scripture represent the peoples of earth, and 
surely they are roaring. But “though the waters thereof roar 
and be troubled,” yet still, “God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble” (Psa. 46:3, 1). Christ Him- 
self, concluding His prophecy in Luke 21, said, “And take 
heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged 
with . . . cares of this life . . . Watch ye therefore, and pray 


* always.” 





A Beatitude All Too Easily Forgotten 


By George E. Burton 








for saying that Herod Antipas 

ought not to have taken his 
brother’s wife, Herodias. The Lord Jesus 
was free and active, performing great 
miracles. The news of these miracles 
at last came to the ears of John. He 
was perplexed at it all and called two 
of his disciples and sent them to the 
Lord asking, “Art thou he that should 
come or do. we look for another?” The 
Lord took these men with Him and 
Showed them His power and authority 
by curing many people of infirmities, 
plagues, evil spirits, and blindness. He 


J, THE BAPTIST was in prison 
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then told them to return to their mas- 
ter and tell him what things they had 
seen and heard. There was. no miracle 
for John. The Lord sent him this 
beatitude, “And blessed is he, whoso- 
ever shall not be offended in me” 
(Matt. 11:6). This is the little-known, 
easily forgotten beatitude that was 
worth more than a miracle. We may 
well wonder why the Lord said this. 

Was John’s faith failing him? Such 
a temporary lapse of faith under trial 
is not uncommon, John was suffering 
for righteousness’ sake and surely, in all 
fairness, he was worthy of some mir- 








acle. Did he ask in his heart why 
Christ was doing so much for others 
and nothing for him? Some expositors 
believe this to be the case: John was in 
the valley of doubt and this word of 
Jesus was an encouraging new call to 


’ faith. 


Others believe, with more reason, that 
John’s faith did not fail in the slightest. 
Christ said that John was not a reed 
shaken by the wind! Rudolph Stier in 
his famous book, “The Words of the 
Lord Jesus,” has a lot of convincing 
assurance that John sent these two 
(Continued on page 162) 


(3) 151 





@® SOUTH AFRICA.—The Dutch Reformed 
Church in the Transvaal supports the 
apartheid (racial segregation) pol- 
icy of Prime Minister Vervoerd, a 
policy widely condemned by Christian 
Churches. The Reformed Church Synod 
said here that division of the races 
is necessary to prevent "undesirable 
intermingling." 


@ WHEATON, ILL.-—The Conservative 
Baptist Foreign Missionary Society 
estimates a total loss of about $250,- 
000 in hospitals, schools, and mission 
and personal property that was left 
behind by its missionaries who have 
been forced to evacuate from the Congo 
due to recent political crises. 





@ WASHINGTON, D.C.-—Thirty Protes- 
tant denominations were represented 
at a conference called here by the 
National Association of Evangelicals 
recently to plan ways of re-emphasiz- 
ing the importance of the Bible in the 
American heritage, and to "return the 
Bible to the heart of the nation." 
The meeting was a study conference, 
and no specific plan of action was 
announced. 








@ CHICAGO.—Presiding Bishop Arthur 
Lichtenberger of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church warned here that any 
possible merger of his denomination 
with three other church groups in this 
country is "a number of years away." 
He was referring to a proposal for 
merger of the Episcopal Church with 
the United Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A., the Methodist Church, and the 
United Church of Christ made recently 
by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated 
clerk of the United Presbyterian de- 
nomination. "There isn't an Anglican 
anywhere, I am quite sure," said the 
bishop, "that would enter into ne- 
gotiations if it meant losing the 
episcopacy [the episcopal form of gov- 
ernment]." 








@® The Pocket Testament League will 
sponsor a series of conferences in 
Nigeria this summer to spur evange- 
lism. The four one-week sessions are 
expected to draw 2,000 clergy and lay- 
men representing 25 denominations in 
that country. "The conferences were 
planned in recognition of the crucial 
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THE TIMES News Report 






need of the hour in Nigeria," a League 7 


spokesman said. "We must depend on 
African leaders to carry on the evan- 
gelism of Africa." 


@ MOSCOW.—The University of Moscow 
has inaugurated a new faculty of sci- 
entific atheism and Marxism. One of 
the major purposes of the new program 
is to train students in anti-religious 
propaganda. 











@ BARRANQUILLA, COLOMBIA.—A 1960 


census by the Evangelical Confedera- 





tion of Colombia shows over 55,000 
Protestant church members in this 
country, nearly triple the 1955 fig- 
ure. This represents an annual 
growth rate of 16 percent. Organized 
Protestant churches number over 400, 
and services are conducted regularly 
in over 1,000 additional unorganized 
congregations and areas. 





@ WASHINGTON, D.C.-—The Baptist 
Press reports here that all except one 
of the 39 Baptist schools in Ceylon 
have been taken over by the government 
under a bill recently passed by the 
Ceylonese Parliament. No compensa- 
tion has been paid for land, build- 
ings, or equipment. 





@ The Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S. (Southern) is marking the start 
of the denomination'’s second century 
with a 3-month "Mission to the Nation" 
evangelism program. 
Southern Presbyterian congregations 
held dedication services recently to 


observe the event. 





® Christianity is beginning to reach 
the upper classes of India, according 
to Dr. Martin Kretzmann, head of Con- 
cordia Seminary in Nagercoil, who has 
spent 50 years in India. The impact 
is due in part to the "living example 
by Indian Christians who have come 
from the depressed classes," said Dr. 
Kretzmann. 
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“The Cross and Our Afflictions” by the 
Rev. Cary N. Weisiger Ill, D.D. 
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“More Is Said Than Done” 


During 1960 Latin America saw a new thing. Christians 
in Nicaragua banded together in a total, dedicated effort to 
present the claims of Christ to the entire populace of that 
country. It was no spectator sport where lay Christians 
watched clergy and professionals conduct a streamlined 
crusade. It was a grass-roots effort in which the energies, 
fellowship, and co-operation of the whole evangelical force 
were mobilized. It was called ‘“Evangelism-in-Depth.” 
(See “A ‘New Thing’ in Latin America,” by Horace L. 
Fenton, Jr., in THE SuNDAY ScHooL Times, Aug. 6, 1960.) 

The thrust involved mass meetings, house-to-house visita- 
tion, Scripture distribution, vacation Bible schools, and uni- 
versity witness. Nicaragua had never seen anything quite 
like this surge of concerted zeal on the part of Christians. 
Not only were many won to new faith in Christ throughout 
the country but the Church was encouraged and quickened 
by this return to personal involvement in witness by the 
entire believing community, which characterized the early 
church. 

Word comes from the Latin America Mission of a similar 
crusade in Costa Rica. Believers there are praying for “a 
spiritual revolution that will bring Costa Rica’s million-plus 
inhabitants to Christ.” The effort will last until mid-1961, 





and will follow the pattern set last year in the six-month 
Nicaraguan crusade. Although the program was conceived 
by the Latin America Miscion under the direction of Dr. 
Kenneth Strachan, other missions are co-operating closely, 
and the movement is principally one of Costa Rican Chris- 
tians. The campaign had its public beginning on Reforma- 
tion Day in the capital city. Although evangelical street 
meetings are forbidden, one developed spontaneously in the 
overflow crowd from the united meeting. During Novem- 
ber and December, about 4,000 Christians enrolled for special 
study to prepare for crusade activities. House-to-house 
visitation is playing a major role in the effort. 

In a day of weighty pronouncements concerning our 
tragic apathy, and of resolutions as to how the Church must 
get moving, and of earnest study conferences on how best 
to communicate the Gospel to this mad generation, it is 
noteworthy to see Christians in two small nations actually 
get moving. 

Responding to criticism of his methods from a group more 
concerned with theory than with getting the job done, 
D. L. Moody remarked of that group and their criticism, 
“When all’s said and done, more is said than done.” Might 
we in the United States take our cue here? 





Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 











OVERSEAS PROTESTANT COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES.—A few months ago, the 
Missionary Research Library of New York City issued a very informing check-list of overseas Prot- 
estant colleges and universities compiled by Miss Clara E. Orr. Some of the data here quite took 
me by surprise, both for the number of Protestant schools that are in some countries, and their 
total absence in other countries. Thus for example, India has the amazing number of 78 Protestant 
colleges and universities and Japan has 52. There are 20 such institutions in the Philippines and 
smaller numbers in other countries. But it was the countries that have none that most inter: 
ested me. In Eastern Asia there are no Christian colleges in Burma, Indo-China, Nepal, and 
Thailand, in which four areas over 70 million people are living today. In the Middle East and 
North Africa there are no Christian colleges in any of the following countries: Afghanistan, 
Tanganyika, and those three countries of North Africa, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia. The total 
population of these countries without a single Christian college is 73 million. In Latin America, 
the following countries have no Christian colleges: Bolivia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Venezuela, and the Dominican Republic, the total population 
of which is over 26 million. In other words, in these areas alone, and I am not counting such 
a huge nation as China, there are 170 million people in which sons and daughters could not go 
to a Christian college in their own homeland because there is none. I do not know of anything 
that I have seen for a long time, which so at once has become a burden in prayer to me per- 
sonally, as this statistical report. 


RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION IN THE NEW SENATE.—In the 87th Congress there are 
eleven Roman Catholics in the Senate, with eighty-three Protestants, and two members of the 
Jewish faith. The denominations with the largest number of Senators are the Methodists, with 
nineteen, the Baptists and Episcopalians with fourteen each, and the Presbyterians with eleven. 
There are four Mormons in the Senate. Four have indicated that they are simply Protestants. 
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O ONE can go far in Christian ex- 

perience without finding the Cross 

to be a source of joy. Paul, a 
master in the fine art of living with 
Christ, wrote: “But God forbid that I 
should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ .. .” (Gal. 6:14). 

The Cross is God’s dagger plunged 
into the Serpent’s head (Genesis 3:15; 
John 12:31-33). It is God’s deathblow 
to sin (John 1:29; 1 John 1:7). It is the 
white-hot fusion point of divine love 
and holiness. So Paul explains: “But 
God commendeth his love toward us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners, 


Christ died for us. Much more then, 
being now justified by his blood, we 
shall be saved from wrath through 
him” (Rom. 5:8, 9). No wonder Paul 
adds: “. .. we also joy in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we 
have now received the atonement” 
(Rom. 5:11). 

Joy? Yes, for that simple three-let- 
ter word seems to sum up so many of 
the blessings that flow from faith in 
Christ’s saving work. Peace with God 
(Rom. 5:1), the peace of Christ (John 
14:27), relief of conscience (Heb. 9:13, 
14), rest of spirit (Matt. 11:28), and 
boldness of approach to the throne of 
graee (Heb. 4:14-16) all issue from the 
Cross. These blessings produce a dis- 
position to praise and thank God. They 
excite an amazed wonder and gratitude 
throughout life. They blend into a cur- 
rent of deep and abiding gladness. All 
of this is Christian joy. 

The Cross, then, is at once a rebuke 
and a challenge to Christians. It ad- 
ministers a terrible rebuff to our habit 
of worry. Paul’s logic in Romans 8:32 
crushes any feeble protests we may of- 
fer to excuse our anxiety. If God did 
not spare His own Son, that is, if God 
did not refrain from bestowing the su- 
preme gift for our need, then He will, 
of course, grant all lesser gifts. He 
will “freely give us all things.” 

A visiting lecturer, speaking to sem- 
inary students, urged upon them the 
obligation to demonstrate care-lessness 
in their ministry. The Greek word 
ataraksia suggests a freedom from be- 
ing harassed that should be a mark of 
the man of God. Congregations have a 
right to say to worried ministers: “Phy- 
sician, heal thyself.” Anxiety in a 
Christian is an insult not only to God 
in His providence but also to God in 
the Cross. 

The word of Jesus Christ at Calvary 
also reproves the tendency in all zeal- 
ous Christians to become work-centered. 
It is positively baneful to be thinking 
and talking always about “my work, 
my church, my Sunday school class, 
my missionary society.” This may re- 
flect a subtle blurring of spiritual focus, 
a shift of motivation, and a creeping 
in of fleshly ambition. When you feel 


q 
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In the first of a series of pre-Easter 
articles, the Rev. Cary N. Weisiger 
Ill, minister of the Mt. Lebanon 
United Presbyterian Church in Pitts- 
burgh, and Moderator of the Pitts- 


burgh Presbytery, discusses the 
Cross as source of our joy. 





is to win souls for Christ.” “It isn’t!” 
protested Dr. Higginbottom. “Our life 
is Christ.” The distinction may seem to 
be a fine one, but it is important. The 
evangelist who is centered in Christ 
will be a better Christian than the 


ND OUR JOY 


overstrained and petulant, when you 
are boring other Christians with re- 
citals of your activity, and when you 
sense that joy is ebbing away, you may 
recognize symptoms of spiritual ill 
health. You are not glorying primarily 
in the Cross but in yourself and in your 
achievements. 

Jesus once found His disciples re- 
joicing too much in their achievements. 
“And the seventy returned again with 
joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are 
subject unto us through thy name.” 
For a moment Jesus entered into their 
joy, predicting great power over Satan. 
He then administered the corrective: 
“Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, 
that the spirits are subject unto you; 
but rather rejoice, because your names 
are written in heaven” (Luke 10:17-20). 

The writer spent almost three years 
in India as a missionary teacher in the 
early 1930’s. He saw intimately the 
work of the late Dr. Sam Higginbot- 


‘tom, famed agricultural missionary. He 


remembers vividly a scene in the Hig- 
ginbottom home when the pioneer 
leader threw down a church paper in 
violent objection. Dr. Higginbottom 
read where a brother stated: “Our life 
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evangelist who is so centered in his 
work that he forgets to take time for 
praise and thanksgiving. 

The Cross challenges our best and 
highest in thé worship and enjoyment 
of God. Worship is an end in itself. 
This is why Christian workers usually 
find it best not to confuse their daily 
devotions with some lesson or sermon 
preparation. When you have your 
special time with God, are you seeking 
Him for His own sake or are you 
using Him to meet impending require- 
ments? Again, there is a fine distinc- 
tion, but it is very important in soul 
culture. When you go to church, are 
you thinking: “What will this service 
do for me? What can I get out of the 
sermon?” Are you just going “to hear 
Dr. So-and-so”? Or are you going first 
of all to ascribe worth and praise and 
glory to God because Christ by His 
death and resurrection brought the 
Church into being and because in His 
mercy He has saved you? 

Does not Jesus Christ have an ex- 
clusive right to some of our time in 
which we join the heavenly chorus in 
ascriptions of praise: “Thou art worthy, 
O Lord, to receive glory and honour 
and power: for thou hast created all 
things, and for thy pleasure they are 
and were created” (Rev. 4:11); “Worthy 
is the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honour, and glory, and 
blessing” (Rev. 5:12)? 

It ought not to be necessary to add to 
all of this that joy is a duty. Joy should 
be spontaneous. We cannot force it, 
but we can observe the conditions that 
make it gush upward like a sparkling 
fountain. 

Some Christians have occasionally 
made the mistake of thinking that it is 
wrong to take pleasure in God’s gifts. 
Listen, then, to a _ great statement 
framed in the very heart of Puritan 
England. “Man’s chief end is to glorify 
God, and to enjoy him for ever.” This 
is the first answer in the Westminster 
Shorter Catechism composed in the mid- 
seventeenth century. 

If the worldling seeks too much en-’ 
joyment in God’s gifts, forgetting and 
ignoring the Giver, the zealous Chris- 
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tian may seek too little enjoyment in 
God’s gifts, actually slighting the Giver. 
Christ purchased for us the right to 
enjoy creation as well as redemption! 
The psalmist asked with profound in- 
sight: “What shall I render unto the 
Lord for all his benefits toward me?” 
He then found the answer: “I will take 
the cup of salvation” (Psa. 116:12, 13). 

A college student always found the 
refrigerator full of good things when 


Dr. Cary N. Weisiger Ill 


he returned home on vacation. He said, 
“How can I thank you, Mom, for all of 
these things?” Her reply was, “Enjoy 
them!” 

An overstrained Christian may be 
abusing God’s gifts, forgetting that God 
has given him lungs to inhale fresh, 
crisp air, muscles to walk and run with, 
eyes to behold the beauties of flower 
and forest, mountain and sea, and ears 
to hear nature’s orchestra by a wild 
marsh or among sighing pines. 

In the manner of Ecclesiastes we may 
Say that there is a time to fast and a 
time to feast; a time to work and a 
time to worship; a time to give up all 
for Christ and a time to find happi- 
ness in loved ones and friends. God 
gives wisdom and balance as we glory 
only in the Cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

(To be continued) 











Comfort for Dark Days 





“I am persuaded, that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Rom. 8:38, 39). 














THE SOUND OF UNCERTAINTY 


By THOMAS T. HOWARD 


R. JAMES A. PIKE, Episcopal 

bishop of California and former 
dean of the Cathedral of St. John the Di- 
vine in New York City, wrote not long 
ago a most interesting article for The 
Christian Century (Dec. 21, 1960). The 
article appeared as the thirteenth in a 
series entitled, “How My Mind Has 
Changed,” in which eminent church- 
men and religious philosophers have 
related their intellectual and spiritual 
“progress.” Dr. Pike’s tale of his per- 
sonal theological metamorphosis is es- 
pecially significant because it points up 
rather clearly the practical effects that 
the current vogue in theology has on a 
man’s profession of faith. The once 
clear lines drawn between orthodoxy 
and Liberal religious thought have been 
blurred. Orthodox terminology is used 
once again, but the ideas behind that 
terminology are not the ideas that the 
Fathers at Nicaea and Chalcedon had 
in mind. 

As a result of eighteenth-century ra- 
tionalism and nineteenth-century scien- 
tific theories, Christianity found itself 
sustaining wilting blasts of criticism. 
The idea of the supernatural and of 
miracles was termed ridiculous, and in 
the face of the attack, churchmen were 
inclined either to retreat into obscur- 
antism or cast their lot with the free- 
thinkers. Many influential elements in 
Protestantism did the latter. And we 
had what came to be known as Mod- 
ernism. Men like Wellhausen did ex- 
traordinary things with the Old Testa- 
ment in their effort to explain it from 
a naturalistic standpoint. The life of 
Jesus, rewritten by Renan and others, 
became an absurd tissue of nursery 
tales. If it had not been tragic, the 
naturalistic attempt to explain the acts 
of God in history would have been 
sheer comedy. 

Naturalistic Christianity, with its 
starry-eyed. doctrine of the essential 
goodness of man, was shattered by the 
wars of the twentieth century. Theo- 
logians became increasingly disen- 
chanted with the obvious inadequacies 
of this position, and a return to “bibli- 
cal theology” came about. 

This new direction in theology was 
emphatically supernaturalistic. It ac- 
knowledged the reality of God, of sin, 
of the Incarnation, and of judgment. It 
accepted the conclusions of higher crit- 
icism concerning Scripture, and was 
therefore forced to formulate a doctrine 
of Scripture that was something other 
than the witness of Scripture to itself 
or the traditional beliefs of the Church. 

God, says this new theology, cannot 
reveal Himself propositionally, that is, 
in written statements concerning Him- 
self. He has revealed Himself by acts 
in history. The Bible is held to be the 
witness of human beings to these acts 
of God. The events recorded in Holy 
Writ are spiritual truths; they are the 
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concrete forms by which the Church 
expressed her experience of the living 
God. But they cannot be taken quite 
at face value as historical occurrences. 
According to this doctrine, many of the 
stories therein are myths—that is, they . 
embody and preserve truth, but in 
forms that may or may not. correspond © 
with what actually happened in history. : 
No one holding this view of Scripture 
would say that the Biblical stories are 
untrue. On the contrary, it is stoutly 
asserted that the Bible is true, and that 
these myths are the priceless vehicles 
of the Church’s faith, We must not 
dismiss the Bible as untrue, we are 
told; we must merely recognize the 
form in which God speaks to us, that . 
is, by the fallible, faltering witness of 
holy men. The idea of Scripture’s be- 
ing first and foremost a divine product 
is impossible. 

Bishop Pike’s statements are classic 
examples .of the outworkings of this 
view of Scripture and history. The 
good Bishop, for instance, affirms his 
belief in the possibility of miracle, but 
goes on, “. . . the biblical evidence and 
the theological implications seem to be 
in favor of assuming that Joseph was 
the human father of Jesus. We cer- 
tainly do not .. . deny in the least the 
doctrine of the virgin birth, namely 
the paradox which the myth presents 
so well: Jesus as part of historical pro- 
cess and also as divine interruption in 
history—a mighty act of God, indeed 
the Supreme Mighty Act of God.” 

He goes on: “There are _ several 
phrases in the creed that I cannot af- 
firm as literal prose sentences, but I 
can certainly sing them—as a kind of 
a war song picturing major convictions 
in poetic.terms. There are some things 
you simply can’t be ‘prosy’ about. 
Stated in plain prose, I certainly do not 
believe that Christ ‘sitteth at the right 
hand of the Father’. . . But I can sing 
this phrase with a real affirmation as to 
the place of Christ in the whole situ- 
ation. I feel the same about ‘ascended 
into Heaven.’ And the same about 
‘conceived by the Holy Ghost, and born 
of the Virgin Mary.’” 

Concerning the Trinity, Bishop Pike 
say this: “This ‘three persons in one 
God’ terminology is probably the best 
the philosophers of the early church 
could do to try to preserve the mono- 
theism of God as against the natural 
tendency toward polytheism in that 
day. Christian people had, after all, 
experienced God in three ways: as cre- 
ator, as redeemer (especially through 
Jesus Christ—though not totally 
through him .. .), and as sanctifier— 
community builder—holy esprit de 
corps. The philosophers, using Greek 
concepts, did their best. But what they 
did does not speak to me now.” He 
goes on to say that he can understand 
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Mission to Canada 


A -dominion-wide crusade in March 


ERHAPS the most adventurous 

evangelistic enterprise ever under- 
taken in Great Britain was the Mission 
to Britain, conducted inthe winter, 
"1958/59, when with a great concern for 
the many neglected, out-of-the-way 
country districts, Tom Rees, the well- 
known British evangelist, with a team 
of helpers, visited 158 centers in every 
county in England, Scotland, Ireland, 
and Wales, seeking to bring people face 
to face with the claims of Christ. 

Converted from agnosticism and in- 
difference as a young businessman, 
Tom Rees has spent his life seeking to 
bring people face to face with the 
reality of New Testament Christianity. 
He has filled London’s Royal Albert 
Hall over 50. times, conducted city-wide 
‘ campaigns throughout the largest cities 
in the British Isles, and organized his 
home, Hildenborough Hall, as a Bible 
Conference. Since the war, he has 
visited the United States ‘over thirty 
times for extensive preaching tours, and 
has conducted a number of city-wide 
campaigns in Canada, including Winni- 
peg, Vancouver and Victoria. 

In 1959 Queen Elizabeth made a tour 
of her Dominion of Canada, and in 
quite a number of British newspapers 
there appeared a map showing her 
route. It was this map that first caught 
the attention of Tom Rees. Immedi- 
ately interested, he was reminded of 
the way he had traveled around 
Britain. Then suddenly the thought 


By CLAIRE LONDON 


flashed into his mind, “Why not a Mis- 
sion to Canada?” 

He tells us that he laid the paper 
aside and prayed for guidance. It came 
quickly, for within an hour a letter 
arrived from a Canadian friend who 
had read of the Mission to Britain. “I 
have been wondering,” ran the letter, 
“if you could not conduct a similar 
Mission here in Canada?” 

A coincidence?—Tom Rees couldn’t 
bring himself to call it so when later 
that same morning a visitor to the 
hotel stepped up to him and introduced 
himself. He told-Tom Rees that he had 
heard him preach in British Columbia 
and said, “It’s high time you came back 
to Canada. The folk there will give 
you a great welcome.” 

It was with considerable doubt as to 
the truth of this latter statement that 
Tom Rees visited Canada in April 1960 
to “spy out the land.” How would the 
Canadians really receive the idea of a 
nation-wide Mission? However, before 
he as much as made his idea known, he 
received letters not only from indi- 
viduals offering support and urging him 
to come, but official letters from de- 
nominational leaders offering him sup- 
port. “Instead of having to ‘sell’ the 
idea,” he says, “I found that people were 
already ‘sold’ on it,” and having con- 
ferred with various key Christian 
leaders, he could no longer doubt that 
this was the will of God and that here 
was.a Heaven-sent opportunity, for the 


Royal Albert Hall, London, Eng. 
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Tom Rees 


project appealed to the overwhelming 
majority with whom he spoke. 

The Commissioning Service for the 
Mission to Canada, which is to be held 
in the Metropolitan United Church, 
Toronto, on February 28th, 1961, will be 
a unique occasion, for the Primate of 
the Anglican Church of Canada, the 
President of the Baptist Federation of 
Canada, the Moderators of the United 
Church of Canada and the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada, Commissioner Wy- 
cliffe Booth of the Salvation Army 
throughout Canada, and other church 
leaders will all be taking part. 

When Tom Rees returned to Great 
Britain, preparations for the Mission to 
Canada commenced in earnest. He was 
quite overwhelmed with invitations to 
visit places right through the ten Prov- 
inces, and it soon became obvious that 
he would need associate evangelists so 
that duplicate meetings could be 
arranged. Three well-known evange- 
lists, the Rev. Maurice A. P. Wood, the 
Rev. Alan Stephens and the Rev. Arthur 
Rose, are to accompany him. They will 
travel westward through the ten prov- 
inces in a special self-contained railway 
coach, and will journey on each day, 
apart from a long weekend in some of 
the larger cities, visiting some one hun- 
dred different centers. Thus their mes- 
sage will be an urgent one:—“Today if 
you will hear his voice, harden not 
your heart.” Tom Rees has found this 
one-night stand eminently successful, 
for in these days, unless a situation is 
presented as for “today,” it is put on 
one side. We 

The majority of the party will be 
from Britain, with the exception of the 
Canadian Organizing Secretary, the Rev. 
A. LeDrew Gardner of Saint John, New 
Brunswick, and Frank Boggs, the very 


(Continued on page 163) 
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Lesson 11 
March 12 





Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in me. 


15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

16 And I wll pray the Father, and he shall give you an- 
other Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 

17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot re- 
ceive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but 
ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 

18 I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. 

19 Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; 
but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. 

20 At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and 
ye in me, and I in you. 

21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, 
he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved 


International Uniform Lesson 





THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT 


John 14 to 16; printed text, 14:1, 15-27 


Golden Text.—If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.—John 14:23 





22 Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that 
thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? 

23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, 
he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and 
we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 

24 He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and 
the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s which 
sent me. 

25 These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present 
with you. 

26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have 
said unto you. , 

27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not 
as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 















of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself 


to him. 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, yee by Inter- 
national Council of Religious u 


cation. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 

HERE are two great spiritual fron- 
Ties in John Fourteen. . The first 

is the. return of the Lord to 
Heaven; the second is the return of the 
Lord from Heaven. The first of these 
is indicated by His words, “I go to pre- 
pare a place for you” (v. 2). The sec- 
ond is marked by the promise, “I will 
come again” (v. 3). Between these two 
frontiers lies this entire Christian age. 

When the Lord Jesus communed with 
His own in the upper room in Jerusalem 
that night, He was keenly conscious of 
the fact that He would die the next 
morning. Furthermore, He well knew 
that the cross would unleash a terrific 
storm of persecution on His loved dis- 
ciples, and that in it all they would be 
bereft of His counsel and leadership. 

Would His withdrawal from them be 
so complete that they would now have 
to rely upon their own poor resources? 
No, He would leave to them His own 
peace (John 14:27), His own love (15: 
9), and His own joy (15:11). They 
would be His intimate friends, and not 
mere unintelligent servants (15:15). 
They would be fruitful branches in the 
vine, and would have free access to 
the Father in His name. Thus their 
prayers would be heard, and abun- 
dance of grace would be supplied to 
them from the Glory where He would 
be enthroned. 

Best of all, they would have the 
Comforter, His very own Spirit, abid- 
ing in their hearts, and making Christ 
very real to them in every experience 
of life. 





Verse by Verse 


‘John 14:1—‘“Let not your heart be 
troubled: ye believe in God, believe 
also in me.” This tender exhortation 
by the Lord Jesus was evoked by the 
apparent dismay on the faces of the 
disciples at the announcement of His 
imminent death. But they were not to 
be troubled—even though much trou- 
ble was in store for Him. 

They believed in'God. They were to 
put that same confidence in Him. Thus 
the Lord here claims, by clear impli- 
cation, equality with God, the Father. 


Verse 15—“If ye love me, keep my 
commandments.” The proof of love is 
much more than’ mere words. It is 
obedience. This is not, however, the 
servile obedience of the slave, but, ra- 
ther, the glad, voluntary response that 
flows out of heart-desire. 


Verse 16.—“And I will pray the Fa- 
ther, and he shall give you another 
comforter, that he may abide with you 
for ever.” As His provision for these, 
His own, the Lord is about to request 
that the Father send to them the Holy 
Spirit. Already He has spoken of this 
gift (see John 7:37-39), but here He en- 
larges on it. The Spirit is “another 
Comforter” inasmuch as He’ is Christ’s 
equal, fully competent to be to them 
everything that Christ has been. Not 
only so, but He will remain with them 
permanently. 

The word translated “comforter” is 
the same word in the Greek tongue as 
that translated “advocate” in 1 John 2: 
1. Im the latter case it refers to the 
risen Jesus. He is our advocate (or 
solicitor) there, and the Spirit is our 
advocate here. 

Verse 17.—“Even the Spirit of truth; 
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whom the world cannot receive. . . but 
ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, 
and shall be in you.” This advocate 
is the Spirit of truth. The unbelieving 
world, however, has rejected Him who 
is the very incarnation of the truth (see 
John 14:6), and hence cannot receive 
Him who is His representative. No un- 
believer, therefore, can possess the 
Spirit of God. 

The disciples, on the other hand, knew 
Him, for His presence had ever been a 
reality to Israel. Now, however, He 
would come in a new way. Up to then 
He had been with them; henceforth He 
would be in them. 


Verse 18.—“I will not leave you com- 
fortless: I will come to you.” The word 
“comfortless” might be translated “or- 
phans” (see margin of A.S.V.). The 
Lord would not leave His loved dis- 
ciples to drift aimlessly. He would 
come to them in the person of the Spirit. 

Verse 19.—“Yet a little while, and the 
world seeth me no more; but ye see me: 
because I live, ye shall live also.” The 
cross would completely obliterate Jesus 
Christ from the eyes of His enemies. 
But His disciples would see Him bodily 
after He would rise from the dead, and 
also by faith after His ascension to 
Heaven (see Heb. 2:9). Not only would . 
He live again but they also would live 
because of this. In fact, their life would 
be hid with Him in God (Col. 3:3). 

Verse 20.—“At that day ye shall know 
that I am in my Father, and ye in. me, 
and I in you.” This word anticipates 
the new experience to be realized at 
Pentecost. Then He would be exalted 
in Heaven, and the revealing Spirit 
would be their guide. New truths 
would be unfolded. “Ye in me” is the 
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Pauline truth of the believer’s position 
“in Christ” (Eph. 1:3; 2:6), while “I in 
you” is the Pauline truth of “Christ in 
you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). 

Verse 21—“He that hath my com- 
mandments, and keepeth them ... 
loveth me: and he... shall be loved of 
my Father, and I will love him, and 
will manifest myself to him.” Love for 
Christ, if genuine, will manifest itself 
in obedience to His known will, and 
not in mere sentiment. The obedient 
believer will be the special object of 
the love of both Father and Son, and 
there will be sweet manifestations to 
him. The secret of the Lord is not dis- 
closed to the best brains but to the 
humble and obedient heart. 


Verse 22.—“Judas saith unto him, not 
‘Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt 
manifest thyself unto us, and not unto 
the world?” This Judas is doubtless 
named by Matthew as Lebbaeus Thad- 
daeus (Matt. 10:3). As a Jew he had 
understood that the prophets had taught 
that the Messiah would reveal Himself 
publicly. Has he been mistaken? Does 
the Lord mean that such is to be on an 
individual basis only? 


Verse 23.—“Jesus answered ... If a 
man love me, he will keep my words: 
and my Father will love him, and we 
will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him.” The Lord has just re- 
marked on the keeping of His com- 
mandments (v. 21); now it is His 
“words.” What is the difference? Com- 
mandments are clear expressions of the 
will of another, and to disobey such is 
rebellion. Words, on the other hand, 
are less positive, perhaps, and express 
one’s desire. True love will obey 
orders, but a deeper affection and 
greater nearness will respond to expres- 
sions of desire. This latter is of the 
highest value to the Lord, and brings 
the Father’s reciprocal love, and the 
abiding presence of both Father and 
Son into the life (see 2 Tim. 3:16, 17). 

private manifestation to the 
saints does not, however, eliminate the 
coming public manifestation of Jesus 
Christ to the world, but is an antici- 
pation of it on the individual level. 


Verse 24—“He that loveth me not 
keepeth not my sayings: and the word 
... 48... the Father’s which sent me.” 
The one who is indifferent to Christ 
will, of course, disregard His will. And 
such an attitude is directed also toward 
God the Father, inasmuch as Jesus was 
His representative and spokesman. 


Verse 25—“These things have I 
spoken unto you, being yet present with 
you.” He was burdened to say these 
things to them before leaving them. 


Verse 26—“But the Comforter ... 
whom the Father will send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you.” This 
Comforter, or Advocate, is the Holy 
Spirit. He would come to them upon 
the glorification of the Son, and would 
be the great interpreter of His words. 
He would recall these words, explain- 
ing and applying them to the life. 


Verse 27.—“Peace I leave with you, 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
10. March 5.—A New Commandment...John 18 
Next Week’s Lesson 


12. March 19.—Jesus Prays for His 
own (Temperance). .................. John 17 
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my peace I give unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not 





your heart be troubled, neither let it . 


be afraid.” Notice the twofold peace 
here. The first is for the conscience and 
is the common possession of every 
Christian, being based on the purchase 
of His precious blood (Col. 1:20). The 
second is that serenity of the heart that 
He enjoyed in this world. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Jesus answers questions (John 14:1- 
14, 22-25) 

2. Jesus announces the coming of the 
Holy Spirit (14:15-21, 26; 15:26, 
27; 16: 7-15) 

3. Jesus prepares His own for His with- 
drawal to Heaven (14:27-31; 15: 
1-25; 16: 1-6, 16-33) 


The Heart of the Lesson 

What provision has the Lord made for 
His Church during His absence? This 
question is answered in His ministry 
in the upper room, part of which we are 
considering today. 


We often hear of the two comings of 


Christ—the first advent to suffer, and 
the second to reign over the earth. In 
our portion today, however, we learn 
of a third coming. 

In the well-known promise, “I will 
come again” (14:3), we are taught to 
look on to His coming for us. But in 
the not-so-well-known promise of the 
Spirit’s advent we are taught that the 
Lord Jesus would come to us (see 14: 
18). 

It is perfectly obvious that the ex- 
perience of Pentecost was not the ful- 
fillment of the former, for the bulk of 
the promises of the second coming were 
given after Pentecost. However, there 
is a sense in Which He did come at 
Pentecost. “I will not leave you com- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 

F WE believe in God, in who else 

ought we to believe? 

2..In what way is the Holy Spirit 
“another Comforter”? 

3. How long would the Spirit remain 
with the saints? 

4. In what way is the believer not 
left desolate? 

5. Who cannot receive the Spirit? 

6. He had been with them, but what 
would be His new relation to them? 

7. What is the test of true love for 


- Christ? 


8. In what sense is peace the com- 
mon possession of all believers? 
9. What did Jesus mean by “my 
peace”? 
10. What is the secret.of this special 
peace? 
(Answers on page 160) 


fortless:” He said, “I will come to you” _ 
(v. 18). Thus Christ now dwells in the 


hearts of His own in the person of the 
Holy Spirit (see Col. 1:27). And in this 
way He is both near and real. 


Topics for Development 

The Personal Peace of “the man Christ 
Jesus.” The night before the cross the 
Lord bequeathed to His disciples two 
gifts of peace. The first one is the com- 
mon property of all believers. “Being 
justified by faith, we have peace with 
God” (Rom. 5:1). The death of Christ 
reconciled us when we were enemies, 
making us friends (Rom. 5:10). The 
poet expressed it perfectly: 


The second, however, is described spe- 
cifically as “my peace.” This is not ex- 
actly the product of the cross, but is 
rather that peace that marked Jesus as 


the perfect man who was ever submis- — 


sive to the full will of God. Do you 
recall His first recorded words? “Wist 
ye not that I must be about my Fa- 
ther’s business?” (Luke 2:49.) Do you 
recall His last? “Father, into thy hands 
I commend my spirit” (23:46). Be- 
tween these two pivotal utterances lay 
the completed will of the Father. 

Jesus never became excited. The dis- 
ciples did. The crowds did. His judges 
did. But His bearing was always one 
of poise and dignity. 

The morning following this great up- 
per room discourse, the supreme test 
came. The pressures of Gethsemane, 
and the mock trials, with their accom- 
panying brutalities, brought to light all 
of the imperfections in both foes and 
friends. The fire exposed the dross. 
There was the temper of Caiaphas, the 
vacillation of Pilate, the jealous hatred 
of the priests, the covetousness and 
treachery of Judas, the empty self-con- 
fidence of Peter, and the cowardice of 
the disciples. 

But the very pressure of things that 
brought out the worst qualities in these, 
brought out only perfections in the 
Lord Jesus. His cup came from the 
Father; therefore, all was well, and He 
had perfect peace. 

This is the peace that He leaves for 
us as we walk amid the fiery trials of 
the path. 


Practical Applications 


In connection with the Lord’s remarks 
concerning the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit He used two prepositions—“with” 
and “in.” “He dwelleth with you,” He 
said, “and shall be in you” (John 14: 
17). 

He thus distinguishes between the 
Spirit’s ministry among them up to 
that time, and the new relationship 
that was about to be established. “With” 
them He had always been. He had in- 
dwelt their prophets (1 Pet. 1:11; 2 Pet. 
1:21), and had come upon some of their 
great leaders from time to time for the 
accomplishment of the divine purposes 
(see Exod. 28:3; Judges 14:6; 2 Sam. 
23:2; Psa. 51:11, 12). His power and in- 
fluence had distinguished the nation of 
Israel from all others. 
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But when the Lord added that the 
Spirit would henceforth be in them, He 
was introducing something new. This 
would be one of the distinguishing 
marks of Christianity. Since Pentecost 
the Comforter permanently indwells 
every believer (see Eph. 1:13; 1 Cor. 
6:19). 

Golden Text 

John 14:23.—“Jesus answered and said 
unto him, If a man love me, he will 
keep my words: and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him.” The 
acid test of our love for Christ is not 
only a severe obedience but a glad re- 
sponse to His known desires. Such a 
response will bring the realized indwell- 
ing of the Father and Son by the Spirit. 

NortH PaLm BEACH, FLA. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SuGcEsTep HyMNs 
“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty” 


“Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 
“Holy Spirit, Faithful Guide” 





A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Holy Heavenly Father, we thank Thee 
first for sending Thy Son to save us and 
then for sending Thy Holy Spirit to 


draw us to the Saviour. Bless our 
study of these words of the Lord Jesus 
about the Holy Spirit and make our 
hearts the home of the same Holy 
Spirit. Look mercifully on those peo- 
ple yet ignorant of the Gospel, sending 
to them those who will take them the 
good tidings of the Saviour. Use us in 
our own church and Sunday school to 
turn many to the Lord Jesus. May 
Thy Spirit more fully possess all Thy 
people that we all may be more Christ- 
like. Deal graciously with sick and sad 
ones and guide us into those kind and 
helpful deeds that will bring comfort 
and blessing to people in need. For- 
give our sins, keep us true to Thee, and 
bring the better day of the glorious 
rule of our Lord and Saviour, through 
whom we make these prayers. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The Lord Jesus on 
earth was God with men in visible, 
human form. The Holy Spirit is God 
here now, invisibly present everywhere. 


THE Srass WORK” US 


We Need Them Both 














A children’s hymn speaks of the time 
when Jesus blessed the little children 
and says: “I wish that His hands had 
been placed on my head, that His arm 
had been thrown around me.” But 
this is a mistaken wish. Just think 
what it would be like, if Jesus had 
Stayed here in His body till now. What 





crowds would want to see and hear 
Him! You might go. to some place 
where He happened to be, only to find 
you could not get near Him for the 
crowds coming from everywhere by 
ship and plane! He was here in the 
body only long enough to teach, win 
disciples, and then die for our sins. To- 
stay after that would have meant that 
only a few of earth’s millions would 
ever have gotten to Him. 

In this lesson the Lord Jesus says He 
would send His people another com- 
forter, the Holy Spirit, to stay with 
them forever. The Lord had helped, 
taught, and comforted His disciples, but 
was leaving them. In His place would 
come the Holy Spirit and dwell in each 
Christian. This would be better than 
having the Lord Jesus stay in the body, 
too thronged by crowds for most peo- 
ple ever to get in touch with Him. Not 
being limited to a body, the Holy Spirit 
can be-to each one of millions of Chris- 
tians everywhere and all the time all 
that Jesus was to His disciples long ago, 
all and more. For not till His death 
and rising again could the Lord be the 
Saviour He came to be. The Holy 
Spirit is here to help us understand the 
Gospel, feel our need of Christ, draw 
our hearts to Him, give us the new 
birth, and lead us into a growing Chris- 
tian life. Thank God both for the gift 
of His Son and the gift of His Holy 
Spirit. 

OcEAN Park, B. C., Can. 




















The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Let not your heart be troubled .. .” 
(John 14: 1).—Man looks on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks on the 
heart. As He looked at His disciples, 
He saw that each heart was troubled. 

The trouble was caused by what He 
had just said to them, namely, that Ju- 
das was going to betray Him; that Peter 
would thrice deny Him; and that He 
Himself was going to go away. This 
threefold weight of sorrow was on their 
hearts, but His tender voice said, “Let 
not your heart be troubled: ye believe 
in God, believe also in me.” 

God the Father was invisible to them; 
yet they implicitly believed in Him. 
Their Lord was to leave and become 
invisible to them. They were to believe 
in Him as they did in the Father. 

Here we must not miss the fact that 
the word “also,” as Martin Luther said, 
“brings out the absolute deity of Christ 
in a most unmistakeable manner. 
Christ Himself testifies that He is equal 
with God Almighty: because we must 
believe in Him even as we believe in 
God. If He were not true God with the 
Father, this faith would be false and 
idolatrous.” 
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His going away was on their behalf. 
He would be their representative. He 
was going to the Father’s house of 
many abodes, to prepare a place for 
them. He would come again for the 
express purpose of receiving them to 
be with Him; hence their hearts should 
be trouble free. So should ours! 

Martha Bell Tumey says: “I remem- 
ber hearing the Negro genius, Blind 
Boone, as he played his musical com- 
position, an imitation of a cyclone that 
he had witnessed in his home town, 
Springfield, Mo. 

“It was a wonderful reproduction of 
the wild tempest noises. The rever- 
berating bass chords represented the 
rolling thunder. The changing discords 
suggested the wreckage and debris 
caused “by the storm. Then came the 
terrific sweep of the wind—all the 
noises of a cyclone were there. 

“Suddenly the’ wild confusion of 
sound ceased. There came the soft, 
silver chime of a steeple bell, and after 
that the sound of a simple, familiar 
lullaby, a mother singing her babe to 
sleep; there was the haven of home 
and God’s peace in the midst of con- 
fusion. 

“If we but listen, listen amidst life’s 
confusion and in its most frightening 
turmoil, we can hear the still, small 
voice—‘Let not your heart be trou- 
bled.’ ” 

“And I will pray the Father, and he 
shall give you another Comforter .. .” 
(John 14:16).—Before His death and 
resurrection, it was permissible for His 
disciples to ask for the Holy Spirit 
(Luke 11:13); but since His ascension, 
He prayed to the Father to send the 
Holy Spirit. The Father answered in a 
most remarkable manner on the day of 
Pentecost. 

Since He has been given, believers 
are not exhorted to pray for the Spirit. 
Upon believing they are sealed and 
anointed with the Spirit (Eph. 1:13; 
1 John 2:27). 

It was proper for David, but not for 
a present-day believer to pray: “. .. 
take not. thy holy spirit from me” (Psa. 
51:11), for He was given conditionally 
then. But here our Lord says: “.. . that 
he may abide with you for ever.” 

What a Comforter the Spirit is! He 
delights to take of the things of Christ 
from the Word, and show them unto us. 

How much is missed by those who do 
not believe in the personality of the 
Holy Spirit! There are those who claim 
that the Holy Spirit is an influence, or 
an ethereal emanation from the Father. 
How could a mere influence be called 
a comforter, guide, and teacher? (John 
16:7-14.) That the Holy Spirit possesses 
full deity is clear from the words of the 
Apostle Peter to Ananias. In lying to 
the Holy Spirit, he was lying to God 
(Acts 5:3, 4). 

Someone has said that in newspaper 
English, Galatians 5:22, 23 would read 
something like this: “The fruit of the 
Spirit is an affectionate, lovable dispo- 
sition, a radiant spirit and a cheerful 
temper, a tranquil mind and a quiet 
manner, a forbearing patience in pro- 
voking circumstances and with trying 
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people, a sympathetic insight and tact- 
ful helpfulness, generous judgment and 
a big-souled charity, loyalty and re- 
liableness under all circumstances, hu- 
mility that forgets self in the joy of 
others, in all things self-mastered and 
self-controlled, which is the final mark 
of perfecting.” 

“, . we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him” (John 14: 
23).—The word “abode” here is the 
same word as “mansions” in verse 2. 

The Lord Jesus left to prepare an 
abode for His disciples; in His absence, 
all who love Him and keep His words 
shall be loved of the Father, and their 
hearts will become the abode of Father 
and Son and Holy Spirit. 

It is splendid to sing about a mansion 
on high; but can we say, “My heart’s 
a mansion for Father and Son, here”? 


Wawona, CALir. 





For Junior Teachers 


t ” Ruth E. Dow 


t God Is Like 
Wigoun 14:1-9) 

WONDER what we know about God? 

Does God have a body like us? How 
old is: God? Who made God? Where is 
God? Is He in Heaven and in this room, 
and over in Africa all at the same time? 
How much does God know? Can He 
see in the dark? Does He know every 
little secret thought you think? Is any- 
thing too hard for God to do? Is God 
always good? Is there more than one 
God? 

It is hard to understand all these 
wonderful things about God. And 
hardest of all to understand is that 
there is only one God, though the Lord 
Jesus is God, and the Holy Spirit is 
God, and God in Heaven is God. Some- 
times we think and think and think, 
and yet we cannot understand. We 
know it is true because the Bible tells 
us, the Lord Jesus Himself tells us. 
We will read what He said in a few 
minutes. Sometimes people try to ex- 
plain the Trinity—that means the 
Three in One—by the three sides of a 
triangle, or by water, ice, and steam, or 
by the three parts of one clover leaf, 
but they do not really explain. It is 
too great a heavenly secret for us earth 
people to take in even with our space- 
age brains! 

Do you remember when God gave the 
Ten Commandments to Moses on Mount 
Sinai? He was so bright and glorious 
that He was covered with dark clouds 
to protect people’s eyes. His almighty 
power was shown by blazing fire, flash- 
ing lightning, and peals of thunder, 
while the earth shook with an earth- 
quake as His mighty presence came to 
this earth. People were scared and ran 
away; even Moses trembled before such 
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a mighty God. The people did not 
dare even to listen to Him! So God 
promised He would come and talk to 
them as a man like Moses so that they 
would not be afraid of Him, 

He was born in the baby Jesus. He 
did all the wonderful things we have 
read about in John’s Book, to prove to 
people He was God because He had 
God’s power. Now He was almost ready 
to go back Home to Heaven and the 
Heavenly Father. But His friends 
would be lonesome without Him. Who 
would answer their questions? Who 
would tell them what they ought to 
do? So in His last talk with them be- 
fore He went to die, He tried to tell 
them why He was leaving and how He 
would come back in a different way to 
be with each of them no matter where 
they were or how far apart they were 
separated. 

As we read John 14:1-9, after each 
verse,.if-there is a question you would 
like to ask about it, raise your hand. 
Perhaps I cannot answer it, but we can 
talk about what it may mean. Where 
is Heaven? Where God is. How will 
you get there? The Lord Jesus Him- 
self will take you there. Read again 
the Lord’s words where He says He is 
God. “Jesus saith ... he that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9, 
Memory Verse). 

How is He coming back to stay with 
each of them, no matter where they 
were? (Read vv. 16, 17a.) That is the 
Holy Spirit! Read verse 18: “I will 
come.” So then, when the Holy Spirit 
comes, the Lord Jesus comes! As if 
that is not enough, read verse 23: “We 
[My Father and I] will come.” When 
you become a Christian, who comes to 
live in your heart? God? The Lord 
Jesus? The Holy Spirit? My! it needs 
to be a clean heart, doesn’t it? Is 
yours? What else? “If a man love me, 
he will keep my words: and my Fa- 
ther will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with 
him” (John 14:23, Golden Text). “Love 

. keep my words.” Do you? You 
see, He doesn’t ask us to understand 
it all. He tells us; we believe Him. 


ORONO, MAINE. 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 158) 
1. Jesus Christ. 
2. He is Christ’s equal and His vicar. 
3. Forever. 


4. The Holy Spirit would be to them 
all that Christ had been. 


5. The world. 
6. He would be in them. 
7. Obedience. 
8. It is one of the blessings purchased 
for us on the cross. 
9. The peace that He enjoyed as a 
man in this world. 
10. Submission to the will of God. 
NortH PALM BEACH, FLA. 













The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for eng illustrations for this 
department meg Se e had upon request from 
the Editors, Sunday School Times, 
325 N. — by Philad ae 5. 
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Ruler or Father?—If a man love me, 
he will keep my words: and my Father 





will love him, and we will come unto 


him, and make our abode with him 
(John 14:23, Golden Text). In ancient 
Rome one of the emperors celebrated a 
great victory by riding in state through 
the city. At one point a boy tried to 
make his way to the chariot of the em- 
peror, only to be brushed back by a 
soldier, who said, “That is the emperor, 
you cannot go there.” The boy replied, 
“He is your emperor, but he is my fa- 
ther.” While we know God only as the 
great ruler and judge of all, we fear 
Him, but find it hard to love Him. But 
when we enjoy His pardon, and belong 
to His family, we love Him as our Fa- 
ther in Heaven, and delight to serve 
Him.—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Sur- 
rey, Eng. 

Master footprints.—Ye believe in God 
(John 14:1). “Father,” said Thomas, 
looking up from his studies. “How do 
you know there is a God? . ... I heard 


one of the professors say that we ° 


couldn’t be sure there is a God. Is 
there any way really to know?” “Well, 
my boy, do you remember laughing 
about Robinson Crusoe’s dismay at dis- 
covering there were other persons on 
the island beside himself? Did he see 
them? No; he discovered one track of 
a bare foot in the sand which could not 
be his own. He knew that only a hu- 
man being could have made it, and he 
knew that whoever made it could not 
be far off, for the tide had not yet 
reached it. All those things he knew 
to be true, although he had not seen a 
human being within miles of the is- 
land. And the knowledge was all 
gained from a mark in the sand. If one 
print of a bare foot in the sand is ab- 
solute proof of the existence and pres- 
ence of a human being, what are we to 
suppose when we see those millions 
upon millions of prints of the Master’s 
shoe; as Bunyan calls it, on the clay of 
the world?”—From Heart to Heart 
Talks. Sent by Kay Stadtler, Van- 
couver, B. C., Can. 


Sevenfold.—I will pray the Father, 
and he shall give you another Com- 
forter (John 14:16). The Rev. Leith 
Samuel gave an address at Keswick on 
The Sevenfold Activity of the Spirit. 
He said: 

He convicts. 
He quickens. 
He seals. 
He liberates. 
He endues. 
He anoints. 
He fills. 
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"In our today’s portion, the Lord Jesus 


says, “He shall be in you.” Now, this 
is a faithful promise to all the children 
of God. Have you claimed it? Then 
look for all these sevenfold blessings! 
—From Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 

Gift Supreme—But ye know him; 
for he dwelleth with you, and shall be 
in you (John 14:17). A lady once 
called at Mrs. Whittemore’s home for 
girls a few days before Christmas and 
suggested that each inmate write on a 
slip of paper what she desired for a 
Christmas gift. A dear girl who was 
preparing for the mission field deeply 
touched all hearts with her request. It 
was this: “I do want a Christmas pres- 
ent, but you cannot give it to me or 
anyone; for I only want more of Jesus 
in my heart.”—From the Sunday School 
Lesson Illustrator. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Unanimous Response.—I will not leave 
you comfortless (John 14:18). In the 
winter of -1941 the good ship Catherine 
Wark was sailing in northern waters. 
The vessel had been built originally as 
a merchant ship, but had been adapted 
as a man-of-war. Among her crew was 
a young wireless operator, John B., who 
had been brought up in a godly home. 
One night it was his turn on deck, and 
what a night! It was as black as pitch, 
blowing half a gale, with enemy sub- 
marines about. How he longed for this 
part of his duty to be over! At last he 
was relieved. He went down below to 
his cabin to give thanks to God and to 
read a portion from the Bible that his 
mother had given him and which was 
his constant companion. Turning to the 


Twenty-third Psalm he began to read,’ 


“The Lord is my shepherd,” and then 
paused. Being a wireless operator the 
thought occurred to him—why not send 
a message out in Morse code across the 
dark waves? And so, when opportunity 
afforded, he sent out this message: “Thy 
tod and thy staff they comfort me.” 
An amazing thing happened. Thirty 
ships answered “Amen!”—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 
Andes, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


First Love.—He that loveth me shall 
be loved of my Father, and I will love 
him (John 14:21). A faithful preacher 
was lying dangerously ill and the mem- 
bers of his church were praying ear- 
hestly at his bedside that the Lord would 
preserve him to them. They said, “Lord, 
Thou knowest how he loves thee.” At 
this, the sick man turned to them and 
said, “Ah, children, do not pray this 
way. When Mary and Martha sent to 
Jesus their message was not, ‘Lord, he 
who lovest Thee,’ but ‘he whom thou 
lovest is sick!’ It is not my imperfect 
love to Him that comforts me, but His 
perfect love to me.”—From Henrietta 
C. Mears. Sent by Kay Stadtler, Van- 
couver, B. C., Can. 


Punctured Tire—Not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you (John 14:27). 
The late Dan Crawford, well-known 
Missionary to Africa, was once telling 
of the advance in South Africa of a 
certain kind of civilization—the kind 





February 25, 1961 (Lesson for March 12) 


" 


that brings drink, gambling, and all the 
rest with it. “It was down that way,” 
he said, “when I was starting out for 
England, down by the railway head, 
where I and my black friends bade 
each other good-by. Oh, how they 
looked at that railway! Then they 
asked me to explain to them about some 
of the things belonging to our so-called 
civilization. So I began gushing about 
it. How they looked and listened! As 
I went on telling them of automobiles, 
submarines, airplanes, and everything 
else, trying to draw a wonderful look 
from them, I noticed one man with an 
uncomfortable look in his eyes. I could 
see he was waiting for me the way a cat 
waits for a rat. Finally he said, as I 
stopped, ‘Are you finished?’ And then, 
dear friends, he punctured my tire with 
a bang. I will never forget it. He said, 
‘To be better off is not to be better.’” 
—From John W. Lane, Jr., in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 





My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IRST thing this morning let us re- 
view John 1:9-12, and then we will 
learn verse 13. 

How many times did you find some 
form of the word “love” in John 14? 
(Ten times.) The whole chapter radi- 
ates the love of Jesus. He lovingly 
comforts His disciples with four great 
promises: that He would come again, 
that they would dwell with Him in 
Heaven, that He would answer their 
prayers, and that He would send them 
another Comforter to abide with them 
in His absence. 

For three and one-half years the Lord 
had walked and talked with His dis- 
ciples. The last part of chapter 13 
tells how Jesus told them that He was 
soon to leave them. Learning this filled 
their hearts with sorrow. 

In John 14 we do not find Jesus 
thinking of the dreadful cross that 
awaited Him, but of the disciples He 
loved so dearly. He knew there was 
danger that their faith would fail when 
He was crucified, because they did not 
understand He had come to. earth at 
that time, not to reign, but to die for 
our sins. 

Read John 14:1-6. Here Jesus ten- 
derly told them not to be troubled but 
to have faith in Him. He went on to 
tell them of the heavenly mansions to 
which He was going, where they would 
certainly follow. In John 14:6 Jesus 
made one of the great statements of the 
Bible, showing that He is the only way 
to God and Heaven, the only source of 
truth and life. The disciples did not 
fully understand this at that time, but 
they loved Him and did not know how 
they could live without Him. 


“«.,.. AND 
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Romans 10:15 
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Jesus, knowing what a void His ab- 
sence would leave, told His followers of 
the provision He was making for them. 
While He was preparing: a place for 
them in Heaven, He would send an- 
other Comforter to be with them on 
earth. The Holy Spirit would, as it 
were, take His place. As we read 
verses 16-27 together, let us see how 
many things we can learn here about 
the Holy Spirit. (He would be another 
Comforter. He would stay with them 
forever. He is the Spirit of truth. He 
would indwell believers. He would 
teach them all things. He would bring 
all things to their remembrance.) Now 
read John 15:26, and chapter 16:7-15. 
Here we learn some more things about 
the Holy Spirit. (He will testify of 
Christ.. He will convict the world of 
sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. 
He will guide believers into all truth. 
He will reveal things to come. He will 
glorify Christ.) From these and other 
Scriptures we learn that the Holy Spirit 
wants to transform us through the Word 
of God so that we will become Christ- 
like, and our witness for our Lord may 
be effectual, Without the . indwelling 
Holy Spirit we could never become like 
Christ, no matter how hard we tried, 
because we are naturally so selfish and 
self-centered. 

In St. Peter’s cathedral in Cologne, 
there are two beautiful paintings hang- 
ing side by side. They are so exactly 
alike that no one can tell which is the 
original. How can that be? Art mu- 
seums have tests that they apply to 
determine which of two pictures is the 
original, and which the copy. In this 
ease their tests reveal nothing. An 
artist painted the first one and it was 
hung in the cathedral. When Na- 
poleon’s soldiers came through the city 
in the beginning of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, they carried away or destroyed 
many things, supposedly among them 
this beautiful painting. Believing that 
his picture had been destroyed, this 
same artist painted another. Later the 
first picture was recovered and the two 
were hung side by side. Why is it that 
no one can tell which was the original? 
Because both pictures were painted by 
the same artist! 

The Holy Spirit abode upon Christ, 
and as man on earth, He lived in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. He has given 


us the same Holy Spirit to enable us to. 
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live by the same power. Instead of our 
being filled with selfish, discontented 
thoughts, the Holy Spirit wants to fill 
us with joy, peace, and hope, as we 
learn in Romans 15:13. He wants to 
make us as much like the Lord Jesus 
as that artist’s second picture resembles 
his first: In order for Him to do this, 
we must yield ourselves to Him, and 
take time every day to pray and to read 
and think about His Word. If we do 
this, the Holy Spirit will make us grad- 
ually more and more like Christ until 
that glorious day when we look upon 
His face, and become like Him forever- 
more! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
b-4 


Sound of Uncertainty 
(Continued from page 155) 


why the Church Fathers had to formu- 
late this doctrine, “but I can’t see its 
permanent value. I stand in the tra- 
dition that requires all doctrine to be 
under the standard of the Bible, and I 
see nothing in the Bible as critically 
viewed, which supports this particularly 
weak and unintelligible philosophical 
organization of the nature of God.” 

No Christian wants to be maneuvered 
into a position in which he must con- 
stantly come to the defense of the 
Bible. After all, it is God who is the 
object of our. love and worship. But, 
as has been the case throughout Church 
history, when the faith is attacked from 
one angle or another, emphasis must be 
placed upon the point under attack. In 
the case of Neo-Orthodoxy, the con- 
fusion stems from the view of Scrip- 
ture, and Evangelicals are finding that, 
willy-nilly, they must reassert the in- 
fallibility of the Bible constantly. Jesus 
Christ looked on the Scripture as the 
Word of God written. The apostles and 
prophets bore witness that what they 
wrote was the Word of God, and no 
man-made testimony. 

Neo-Orthodox theology denies this, 
maintaining that since God has revealed 
Himself only in acts and not in propo- 
sitions, Scripture at best is the witness 
of men of faith to these acts of God. 
If, sometimes, they got carried away and 
described God’s acts (e.g., the story of 
Adam and Eve, Moses and the Red Sea, 
Jonah, the Virgin Birth) in “miracu- 
lous” terms, that is fine. We will pre- 
serve loyally these myths as the vivid 
way in which the Church has expressed 
her encounter with the living God. 

Therefore, the good bishop, and thou- 
sands of, other clergymen and theologi- 
ans, are able to recite the creeds with 
gusto, whereas thirty years ago there 
was an outright denial of the creeds. 
But the verbal recitation is made with 
the mental reservation that all this 
wonderful terminology is a curtain of 
myth through which we try to discern 
God. 

It is clear, then, that the lines are no 
longer easy to discern. Christians will 
have increasingly to cultivate the gift 
of discernment, not to go about judging 
and witch-hunting, but in order to rec- 


ognize the difference between the true _ 
and the false witness concerning Jesus — 
Christ. And we shall have to pray 
God to make His life manifest through — 


us, not only by what we say (for every- 
body is saying the same words now) 
but also by an obviously supernatural 
quality of life—the life of Christ Jesus 
in our mortal flesh. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
we 


A Beatitude Easily Forgotten 


(Continued from page 151) 


disciples to Christ so that they might 
learn that He was the One they should 
follow, and that therefore the word 
was for them, although directed to John, 
This also would be true to human ex- 
perience. Some do get offended when 
apparently unjust suffering touches 
those they love. No doubt these faith- 
ful followers of John the Baptist were 
tempted to feel offended about the im- 
prisonment of their master. Why didn't 
the Miracle-worker do something for 
him? 

Yet others believe, and I feel with 
still more reason, that John’s perplexity 
was due to the fact that our Lord was 
not showing Himself to be the kind of 
Messiah that men expected. John had 
preached of.a judge and great leader. 
There was expectation of a Messiah 
who would bring in the Kingdom. 
James and his brother wanted to be 
one on His right hand and one on His 
left in His Kingdom. Peter also said, 
“Behold, we have forsaken all, and fol- 
lowed thee; what shall we have there- 
fore?” (Matt. 19:27.) After the Lord 
had fed the five thousand, the people 
wanted to make Him a king forcibly. 
They were hankering after a visible 
kingdom. It was the popular hope. 
Even after the Resurrection they asked 
Him, “Lord, wilt thou at this time re- 
store again the kingdom to Israel?” 
(Acts 1:6.) \Much of the Lord’s teach- 
ing is concerned with weaning the dis- 
ciples from this idea, and showing 
them the true meaning of Messiahship. 
“The Son of man,” Jesus said, “came 
not to be ministered unto, but to min- 
ister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many” (Matt. 20:28). Messiahship in- 
cluded service, suffering, and death. 
The disciples had to learn that Jesus 
was the suffering servant of Isaiah's 
prophecies. But John the’ Baptist in 
prison was denied this fuller revelation 
until his two disciples returned with 
their news. Surely his perplexity was 
not caused by his physical distress and 
apparent neglect of the Lord, but this: 
“He is not the kind of Messiah I ex- 
pected and He isn’t doing the things I 
thought He would do.” The Lord’s an- 
swer said in effect, “It’s all right, John, 
keep trusting.” 

Whatever the reason for John’s ques- 
tion there is no doubt about the 
answer of the Lord. It is a beauti- 
fully clear beatitude. “Blessed” means 
“happy.” Happy is the man or woman 
who does not stumble in faith at the 
things the Lord allows in the life. 
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Sometimes the Lord does not do what 
we. think He ought to do. We are 
perplexed because He does not act ac- 
cording to our ways. “He has not 
turned out,” we say, “to be the kind of 
Master I expected Him to be in this 
situation!” 

One of the applications of this beati- 
tude is that Christ’s dealings with me 
are different from His dealings with 
another. I began to learn this truth 
many years ago. When I arrived for 
missionary training in London, I was 
shown my bed and desk and chair in a 
wooden army hut. Before long, I no- 
ticed chalked on one of the wooden 
walls, “Blessed is he whosoever shall 
not be offended in me.” I thought it 
was a bit unusual for embryo mission- 
aries. Why not some stirring verse or 
slogan to challenge us? But not many 
days passed before I began to appre- 
ciate the reason for this carefully 
chalked encouragement, put there by 
some previous student. It was impos- 
sible that always and completely every 
man should be treated the safhe as 
another. Adams finds he has to live 
alongside Brown in cramped quarters, 
right away from the fire, and how he 
detests Brown! Jones notices that he 
has to do more orderly work than 
Adams, and can that be God’s will? 
Evans has better preaching engage- 
ments than anyone else, and what is 
there fair in that? Inequalities every- 
where! We had to learn that the Law 
of Moses recognized the fact of in- 
equality in material things with its 
“thou shalt not covet.” Yet how prone 
we were to resent the dealings of God 
with another if that other were ad- 
vanced in any way and we were not. 
God does not mass produce Christian 
workers. 

One has to learn not to look at sec- 
ond causes but to take whatever comes, 
as Hudson Taylor learned, as from the 
hand of God Himself. Paul had learned 
it when he wrote, “I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, therein to be 
content.” Contented and happy is the 
man who is not offended, or stumbled, 
at the things the Lord allows or does. 

Another application is that we have 
to learn, as did the disciples, that the 
way of Messiahship is a lowly not a 
lordly way. It is “not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister.” John the Baptist 
learned it—from crowds hanging on his 
words, to death in a squalid prison at 
the request of a wicked woman! We 
can well believe that this word of the 
Lord Jesus was with John until the end 
of his few more weeks—an encourage- 
ment to trust where he could not un- 
derstand. Surely we may take it, then, 
that anything truly done, or borne, for 
Jesus is, pleasing to Him and follows 
in the way of His Messiahship. Let us 
not be offended, nor caused to stumble, 
nor be discouraged if what the Lord 
gives us to do seems _ insignificant. 
“Others are with Him seeing His great 
works and I languish in this prison!” 
“Only a Sunday school class—and how 
I long to preach to thousands!” “This 
eternal washing up, and I wanted to 
be a missionary!” Or, if we are asked 


February 25, 1961 (Lesson for March 12) 


to bear a great trial, let us not com- 
plain. Christ sends this word to us, 
“Happy is he whosoever shall not be 
caused to stumble by Me and by what 
I allow.” 


Mission to Canada 
(Continued from page 156) 


fine bass soloist from Dallas, Texas, who 
has worked with Tom Rees on many 
previous occasions, including the Mis- 
sion to Britain. The gifted pianist and 
organist is to be the Rev. Lex Smith, 
who left Glasgow for the- United States 
some years ago, where he became a 
Baptist minister and now lives in Hop- 
kins, Minn. 

In recent years the people of the 
United States have given a great lead 
to the world in many spheres; not least 
in the field of evangelism. A century 
ago, it was when New York business- 
men prayed that the revival was started 
which spread to Ireland and later 
throughout Britain. We need the 
prayers of the people of the United 
States on behalf of their great neighbor, 
Canada. 


The Young People’s Meeting 
(Continued from page 150) 


fective. Andrew sought out his brother 
and said, “We have found .. . the Christ. 
And he brought him to Jesus” (John 
1:41, 42). Christ took over from there. 


we 


It should be made clear to your group 
in this meeting that everyone who has 
come to know Christ and to receive 
Him as Saviour is expected to be a wit- 
ness (Acts 1:8). The wide world is 
our field (Matt. 28:18-20). No one is so 
helpless or unskilled that he cannot tell 
someone else what Christ has done for 
him. If a great doctor had healed you 
of some dread disease or illness, you 
would have no difficulty in telling 
someone else what had been done for 
you, in fact you could not be kept from 
telling about it. You probably were not 
able to give all the details, or explain 
how the healing took place, but, like 
the blind man that Christ healed, you 
could say, “One thing I know, that, 
whereas I was blind, now I see” (John 
9:25). 

we 


Two things will be a great help to 
your personal witnessing—in fact, they 
are necessities if you would do effective 
work. One is an unalterable conviction 
that men and women without Christ 
are lost and face an eternity without 
hope and without God The second is 
a practical knowledge of God’s Word. 
This does not mean that you must be 
an expert student of the Bible. Facility 
in using the Scriptures in personal work 
will come as you regularly read and 
enough of what the Bible says about 
the lost and about salvation to give it 
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out to the one you are dealing with. 
It is God’s Word that is “the sword of 
the Spirit” (Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12). It 
will convince and convict. 


se 


Now, how are you to begin to do per- 
sonal work? 

First, ask God to lead you to the one 
to whom He wishes you to speak—and 
expect Him to do just that. 

Second, seize every opportunity He 
brings you. It may be someone in your 
home (Andrew sought out his brother), 
or someone who is in your class at 
school, or who works beside you in the 
office or shop. It may be someone who 
sits beside you on the train. 

Do not be satisfied by silently hand- 
ing such a one a tract. Tracts are good 
and useful, but it is your personal word 
that will count most and will show your 
real concern for the one you are speak- 
ing to. 

Begin a conversation on some general 
topic, but do not let this get far afield. 
Get down to business soon by asking, 
“Are you a Christian?” or better still, 
“Are you saved?” The reply will usu- 
ally indicate where the person stands, 
and you will need to know this in order 
to witness to him effectively. If he 
shows offense at your question, it will 
indicate pretty clearly that ie does not 
know Christ. 

Then use your simple testimony as 
to what Christ has done for you—that 
He has saved you, that He keeps you 
day by day and guides you, and that 
He fills your heart with joy. Often the 
Holy Spirit will use such a testimony 
to create a hunger in the heart of the 
one to whom you are speaking. 

Then point out, with a few simple 
Bible verses, what God says about the 
lost and what He will do for anyone 
who believes on and accepts His Son 
as Saviour. 

. Then pull the hook. Don’t let your 
“fish” get away without a point blank 
invitation to accept Christ as his per- 
sonal Saviour. If possible, get him to 
quietly bow his head and tell God so. 

Suggestions as to learning more about 
Christ and the Christian walk from the 
Bible and from other Christians can 
follow. 

we 


This very brief outline, limited by 
space, can be enlarged by referring your 
members to such excellent books on 
personal work as those listed below: 


Personal Soul-Winning, by William Evans. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; $2.50.) 
Personal Evangelism, J. O. Macaulay 
and Robert W + ag Ciooay Press, Chi- 
= 10; hr 
ating Me hate ve, by Charles G. Trum- 
ball . $35 leming H. Revell Co., Westwood, 


pr oa Work, by Reuben A. Torrey. 

(Fleming H. Revell Co.; $2.25.) 

These books are all in print and some 
of them could well be added to the 
library of your young people’s society 
for constant reference. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

3 

Please ‘pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Mon., March — Exodus 2:11-15. 

Moses was brought up in Pharaoh’s 
palace, but he knew that he was a He- 
brew. One day he saw an Egyptian 
ill-treating a Hebrew and he attacked 
and killed him. This hasty action 
showed that he was not yet ready to be 
the leader of his people. He wanted to 
do right, but he did it in a wrong way. 

Moses thought he had covered up his 
wrongdoing, but he had not. “Surely 
this thing is known!” Even when we 
hide things from others, they are known 
to God. Yet how wonderfully God was 
working out His plan! Moses fied to 
the land of Midian, where for the next 
forty years he was being trained for his 
future work. One important lesson he 
had to learn was not to be impatient. 
Always seek to do the Lord’s work in 
His way and by His strength. 


Tues., March 14. Exodus 6:1-9. 

Moses .is ready to begin the struggle 
with Pharaoh for the freedom of the 
Children of Israel. Because the struggle 
would be hard, God gives Moses a spe- 
cial encouragement. He tells him that 
His name is not only God Almighty but 
also Jehovah, meaning “the Lord.” This 
name suggests that God will always 
keep His agreement (covenant) that He 
made with His people. The name Jesus 
means “God the Saviour.” So even 
His very name is a promise. He will 
never break His covenant. 


Wed., March 15. Exodus 11:1-7. 

We saw yesterday that God prepared 
Moses for a hard struggle with Pharaoh. 
God had sent nine different plagues 
upon Egypt. After each one Pharaoh 
hardened his heart and would not let 
the Children of Israel go. Now the time 
had come for a final plague, and today’s 
passage tells how Moses gave Pharaoh 
warning: all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt were to die. This was a terrible 
thing, but God had given Pharaoh nine 
chances before this final plague came. 
Even now, if Pharaoh had let them go, 
Egypt would have been spared this 
fearful punishment. 

When God continually calls us, we 
cannot go on disobeying Him and then 
expect to escape the consequences. 
Thurs., March 16. Exodus 12:1-8. 

This and the three following readings 
come from one of the most important 
chapters in the Bible. It shows what 
the difference was between the Egyp- 
tians and Israel. For ever after, the 
Jews have kept a special feast in mem- 
ory of what happened that night. Every 
family in Israel was to take a lamb. 
It must be perfect, with no blemishes. 
After keeping it for four days, during 
which time it would become very much 
their lamb, they were to kill it. They 
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vere to put the blood on the doorpc 
utside their house, and then they 
> eat the lamb. Every Israeli 
yas marked with the blood of a lamb, 

When John the Baptist pointed 
esus and said, “Behold the Lamb of) 
tod!” he was thinking of this sto: 
Fri., March 17. Exodus 12:11-15, 

The Lord, who keeps His agreement 
with Israel, will certainly carry out t 
judgment He has promised upon 
Egyptians. The only way for the Chil. 
dren of Israel to be safe is to be shel- 
tered by the blood. “I am the Lord’ 
—these words bring fear to the Egyp- 
tians and faith to the Israelites. Wher 
the Lord had passed over, Israel woul¢ 
be free to go. But their Passover mea 
must be eaten in haste; they must b& 
dressed and ready to depart. There 
can be no delay in obeying God’s com. 
mand. Christian people must alw 
be ready to follow God’s leading. 


Sat., March 18. Exodus 12:21 


In today’s reading we see Moses giv 
ing final instructions to the people. if 
they do what God has commanded, 
they will be safe. “When he seeth the 
blood . . . the Lord will pass over.” 
Moses was sure of this because God h 
promised. We can always count on th 
Lord to keep His word. Moses looked 
ahead and foresaw later generation! 
keeping the Passover Feast. The chil- 
dren would ask, “What mean ye by this 
service?” They must be ready 
their answer. We should always try to” 
be ready to explain our faith when 
people ask us. 


Sun., March 19. 


nou 


Exodus 12:29-34, 

At last the Children of Israel go out 
free. Pharaeh and the people are glad 
to see them go. But it was not the Is- © 
raelites who were the cause of all the” 
trouble. Egypt would have been spared 
the plagues if only Pharaoh had been 


prepared to do what was right. Now 
they had paid the price of their folly, © 
and the firstborn son in every Egyptian 
house was dead. Now Pharaoh gives 
the Israelites all they want, their flocks: 
and their herds. Not only that, but all 
the people took from the Egyptians’ 
much spoil, which they were only too” 
willing to part with. They went out 
quickly, for they were all ready to 
move. Pharaoh’s last word to Moses is 
rather pathetic: “Bless me also.” What’ 
did he mean by this? Later events. 
would show if he were truly penitent; 
without repentance there is no blessing. © 





Daily Bible Readings 
_ To Accompany the Lesson 


Mon., Mar. 6—Acts 18: 24-28 
Tues., Mar. 7—John 14:8-14 
Wed., Mar. &—John 14:15-21 
Thurs., Mar. 9—John 15:12-17 
Fri, Mar. 10—John 14:25-31 
Sat., Mar. 11—John 16:1-11 
Sun., Mar. 12—John 16: 16-24 
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